A Meditation on the Felicities 
of an Innocent and Happy Po- 
verty : Grounded on the Fifth 

_ of Matthew, the third Verſe. 
And addreſled to the late and 


preſent Sufferers of i he Times. 
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Contabit Vacrus Coram latrone viator. 
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ET 4 A (kl ful at filh- 


ins in trou- 
bled waters ) 
hath bin an 0= 
pertunity of in- 
richine and 
agerundiving 
themſelves Was to the Author 
of this diſcourſe the occaſion of 
his Meditation: Who though he can 


3 not 


To the Reader. 

not boaſt the improvement of his 
Fortunes, yet thinks he hath gain'd 
ſomthing by the Diſaſters of the 
Times, in that acquaintance they 
have broueht his thoughts with Po- 
verty, And if he have herein walkt 
Antipodie to the humor of his Age, 
and ina time when the thoughts of 
others were moſt ſludious and intent 
upon their gain and intereſt, and flo- 
ting on the golden ſands of Padfolys ; 
he hath imployed his another way, he 
hopes it is without offence. And 
that ( in an Age fuller of VVolves 
than'Men, more fruit ful in the pro- 
duJion of Monſters than Animals, 
and Prodigies than Births : in which 
ot only Government, but every 
thing elſe, both Civil and Divine, 
hath been expoſed to violence, and 
the violent taken it by force: Tn 
which men live more by ſpoyl and ra- 
pine, than according to the Rules 0 

Law, or DiGates of Reaſon) a Me- 
ditation of this Nature will not ſeem 
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To the Reader. 
impertinent or unſeaſonable : eſpe- 
cially to ſuch,who either through Con- 
Cience or modeſty are ill adapted to 
joſtle in a turbulent and tumultuons 
World , *that had rather ſequeſter 
themſelves than others, and enter- 
tain their thoughts with the felici- 
ties of an innocent and Happy Po- 
verty, than Projedts of waxing rich 
by wrongs and injuries. 
That the Author came too late in- 
to the World to obtain a Part in the 


late Tragedies, or was too young to 


Fſpouſe a faFion in the late unhappy 
Duarrels, be is thankful unto Pro- 
vidence : But that the date of his 
Nativity was ſo times! as to render 
him a SpeFFator, thouzh not a Games» 
ſter , to" give him an opportunity of 
improving his Reaſon, though not 
E ſtate; and gathering Experience 
though not Riches, from the bitter 
root of our Publick Ewvils, he num- 
bers not amone ſt bis Misfortunes : 


ot that he took deliaht in beholding 


c 
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the Tres, 1:05 of bis Country, Or W4as 


plea: to ſee the place of his Birth 


4 


become a Cock-pit of ſtrife, a Scene | 


of Blood, or Shamblesr of Slaughters 


and Villanies * But for that as Solo» | 
mon hath ſaid, its better going to 


the houſe of monrning than rejoy- 


cing. He ſuppoſes it may ina like . 
ſence, be more advantagious to be 


born in a time of afflition than pro- 


ſperity. And if ſomthing either of 


4ngemuiity or Honeſty excluded bin 


from dividing the ſpoil, and ſharing : 
the Prey with the Nimrods and. 


mighty Hunters of the Age, he hopes 


be ſhall zot be envyed the improve- | 


ment of his Poverty, by thoſe who | 


without his Envy poſſeſs the good 


things of the Earth, it being the only 


and beſt advantage he was able to 1 
| 


make of the worſt of times. 


And if any. be offended at either | 


the Luxuriancy of Stile, or Looſnefſe 
of Method in this Diſcourſe, as judg- 
zng them unſutable io the gravity of 
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To the Reader. 

its Subjet 5 they are deſired to take 
notice, that it is not a Sermon but 
Meditation, and therefore ſpeak not 
the Diale& of the Pulpit, but Oni- 
verſety, as being pen'd not by an an- 
tient Theologne, but young Diſciple 3 
whe though he made uſe of a Text of 
Scripture as a Clue to guide his 
thonghts, through the Labyrinth of 
his Diſcourſe, the better to avoid con 

uſron : yet intended not to betray 
himſelf to the bondage of any Laws 
that ſhould abridg the liberty of uſing 


ſuch ſtile and method as ſhould beſt 


correſpond to the humor of his Fancy, 
and ſute with the Nature of an Eſſay 
or looſe Diſcourſe. Tf therefore 
maturer Judgments ſhall diſcover a= 
279 Lapſes or Errata's, as may not be 
difficult, in a work that pretends as 
little to perfe&Fion, as its Author to 
Infallibility, he hopes they may be 
look'd upon as the more weneal,. by 
reaſon immaturity of years may be 


ſome Apology for the ſame in judg- 


Ment » 


To theReader. 
ment : The Heavens are not altoge- 
ther free from Corruption, and Mo- 
dern Curioſity hath diſcovered ſpots 
inthe Suns andtherefore it were the 
higheſt arrogance Worms are capable 
to be guilty of,to undertake the proje= 
Gon of any thing ſhould vye perfeFi- 
0n with thoſe Celeſtial bodies,or pre- 
tend exemption from all — 0 
Deficiency : it being the ſole Prero- 
gative of the inerring Councils of 4 
Deity to put forth Editions without 
Errata's, or become the Author of 
what can boaſt an abſolute perfe@i- 
0n and immunity ſrom all flaws and 
wrinkles that may ſtain the beauty 
and ſymmetry of its proportions, TI 
ſhall not loncer detain you in the 
Threſhold, only give me leave to tell 
you, That Poverty 3s a better Gueſt 
to a Mans thoughts than Houſe, and 
# more comfortably entertain d ina 
Meditation thanFamily; and am per- 
ſwaded were it ofiner ſo treated, we 
ſhould ſeldomer be neceſſjatated to re- 
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To the Reader. 
ceive it in the quality of a Dome- 
ſtick: But the unhappineſsof moſt is 
to have no other acquaintance there- 
with, than what's acquired by an un- 
fortunate Experience : and never 
to ſpend thought thereon,till it comes 
upon them liks an armed man, till it 
comes to quarter and take up its a= 
bode with ther, to be their Inmate, 
and familier Companion. Which is 


: but juſt on thoſe that would never 


” 
| 
| 


know it as the Obje& of their Chari- 
ty towards others, while the day of 
their proſperity laſted. Now toſuch 
who through the injury either of paſt 
or future times muſt expe the co- 
ming of this unwelcom Gueſt to lode 
and quarter with them, is this Diſ- 
courſe more eſpecially addreſſed that 
they may know how to entertain, how 
to welcom, how to improve and make 
good uſe of the worſt of Evils : that 
they may be able to deceive their mi- 


ſery, to ſupplant their misfortune, to 


thrive by their loſſes, and turn their 
Croſſes 


To the Reader. 

Croſſes into Crowns. All which 3s 
to be obtain d by that Poverty of pr 
rit, this Diſcourſe recommends, that 
will fully compenſate and make 
amends for the injuries of Forinne, 
together with all other AffliFions 
that may befal them while Provi- 
dence continues their Pilerimage in 
this Vale of Tears. 
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Being a Meditation on 
the fifth of 1/atthew verle 3. 
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Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is 


> 


ſ 


| 


the Kingdom of Heaven, 


| E need not travel far. for 
| the coherence of theſe 
words, being lodg'd inthe 


twonext preceding verſes. 
And ſeeing the multitudes he went up 


| into a mountain, and when he was ſate his 


"i 


Diſciples came unto him; and be opened 
bis mouth and taught them, ſaying, &c. 
A Where 
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Where we may take notice of 
i The Preacher, and that is; 
Chriſt. | 

2 The occaſion, and that was his 

ſeeing the multitude. | | 

3 The Auditory, and that was 

mixt, confifting of the multitude, | . 
aud his Diſciples. 
4 Theplace, and that was a Moun- | 
ta, | 
5 Laſtly, the Dodrine, and that 
was the words of the Text: 1 ſhall 
diſcourſe briefly on theſe ſeveral par- 
ticulars, by way of Preface, for the 
better paving the way to what is de- 
fign'd for the chief Subje& of this 
Diſcourſe. | 
1 The Preacher, and ſeeing the mul- 
titude, he went up intoa Mountain, 
&c. that is Chriſt , Hebrews 1. 

- God, who at ſundrytimes, and in divers 
manners ſpake in times paſt unto the F a- 
thers, by the Prophets , ver. 2. hath in 
theſe lajt daies ſpoken unto us by his Son, ! 
whom he hath appointed Heir of all things, 
and by whom alſo be hath made the World, 
Should God ſend us Heavenly Trea- | 

- ſure in Earth]y Veſlels, we ought not. 
to refuleit ; Should God ſpeak to us' 
from 


0n Poverty. 3 
from the mouth of a Babe, or Suck- 
ling/, we oughr not to deſpiſe it , for 
our of the months of ſuch he hath 
ſometimes ordained praiſe : And 
therefore we are not fo much to look 


 atthe Meflenger, as the meſlage; it 
- wattersnot much through what pipes, 


or of what mettal the Waters of Life 
are conveyed tous , though through 
leaden pipes, the baſeſt and moſt 1g- 
noble of all mettals. If God ſend us 
a meſſage ( as he ſometime did Bata- 
am) by the mouth of an Aſs, we are 
bound to receive it, tolend a willing 
and obedient ear unto it ; with how 
much more attention then ought we 
attend unto the preachings of the 
Son of God? It's faid the Queen of 
Sheba came from far to hear the Wiſ- 
dome of Solomon, to fit under the Mi- 
niſtry of the King of Iſrael, to fit 
under the droppings and teachings 

of that wile Kings Fs. | 
Loe ! here's one greater then $6- 
lomon,, one greater then an Angel, 
not the wiſeſt of Kings, bur the King 
of Wiſdome , the Wiſdome of God , 
the Fountain of which, the wiſdome 
of Solomon was but as a ſmall drop, 
A2 the 
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the Ocean of which , his was but a 
ſhallow ſtream, or ſmall riveler; the | 
Sun of which , his was but as a lit-' 


tle ſpark, or a faint and glimmering 


beam; the ſum and ſubſtance of ' 
which, his was buta dark type, and. 
gloomy ſhadow; the conlideration | 
whereof ſhould quicken up our at- 


tention, for ſhall God bow the Hea- 
vens to ſpeak unto us, and ſhall not 


we iift up our hearts unto him? Shall 
Chriſt take ſo long a journey, as to. 


deſcend from heaven, and come of an 
Embaſlie from the Father to us, an 
Embalſie of Grace and Peace, and 


ſhall we not give him audience ? ſhall ' 


Wiſdome it (elf charm us, and we 
Ike the deaf Adder ftop our ears? 


Shall rhe Eternal Son of God turn 
Divine, and become a Preacher to the | 


ſons of men, and not obtain an Au- 
dicory ? Shall Chriſt call unto us, and 
we not anſwer? Rather Jet us ſay 


with Samuel, Speak Lord , for thy ſer» | 


vants hear : Andas it is in the parable 


of the Vineyard, though we have buf- | 


feted the ſervants, and toned thole 
that were ſence untous, yet let us re- 


"verence the Son, leaſt we be caft out. 
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| into that place of corment we read 


' thoſe unworthy ſervants deſervedly 


were. 
Thus much concerning the Prea- 


cher ; I thought not impertinenr ro 
premiſe, for the better quickning and 
awakening of attention to what fol- 
lows. 

2 The occafjion, and that was 
Chriſts ſeeing the multirude, Chriſt 


 ſometirne (aid he had mear the world. _ 


knew not of, for it was. his meat and 
his drink, ro do the will of him that ſent 
him, He went up and down ſeeking 


' eccaſion, and arreſting all opportu- 


nities of doing good: He could not 
ſee poor ſouls wandring like ſheep 
without a Shepherd, but the bowels 
of his compaſliion yerns towards 


__ them. but his ſoul melts and diflolves 


in pity to them. 

And herein he hath ſet a Copy for 
our imitation; tbus ſhould we way- 
lay (as I may ſo ſay) occaſions, and 
even court opportunities of dging. 
good : Thus ſhould we endeavour af= 
ter that hid Manna, making it our 
meat and drink to do the Will of 


' God : Thus ſhould the bowels of our 


A3 love. 


6 4A Meditation 

love yern towards our Brethren, and. 
whenſoever we ſee poor ſouls wan- 
dring like loſt ſheep, ſtraying after 
their own inventions , and wilderd: 
im their own imaginations , endea-/ 
vour to ſet them right, and bring! 
them back to the Fold of Chriſt. 

In caſes of neceſſity every man 1s 
to-be a Phyſitian , ſo may I ſay in 
ſome; yea, in any cales,every man is 
to be a Divine, not that I wouldlay 

' waſte the profeſſion of the M:niftery, 
by treading down any hedge , <&i- 
ther Divine Right, or Humane Pru- 
dence, hath made to fence and in- 
cloſe it : or incourage any one rathly, 
and without a Call from God, to- 
intrude and break into that Divine 
and Sacred Fun&tion; no, I would 
not willingly prompt any to lay un- 
hallowed hands upon the Ark of. 
God; as if the Ark of Religion could 
not ſtand, unleſs prop'd up by irreli- ) 
gious preſumption , or that the Hea- 
vens of Chriſtianity were in danger 
ro fall, unleſs ſome profaneand pre- 
ſumptuous Hercules put under cheir 
ſhoulders to bear them up, and be- 
come the Atlas, or Pillars, to ſupport 

them : 


i. 


ou Poverty, 7 
them : No, I know its a dangerous 
ching to offer ſtrange fire tothe Lord, 
all are not to meddle with the holy 
things of the Altar, leaſt che fire of 
Gods Wrath break forth upon them, 
as weread it ſometime did on thoſe 
chat roo raſhly and unadviſedly u- 
ſurp*dche Priefts Office, ſo dangerous 
a thing it is to be roo bufie and pre- 
{umptuous: There isa SauGnm Santee 
r:1m of (ome Ordinances, into which 
all muſt nor enter,. with which: it 
may not be ſafe for every one to med- 
dle:But thus far we may ſafely goand 
own, as the duty of every one that is 
called to be a Chriſtian, to be con- 
tinually exhorting and admoniſhing 
one another : I ſay, whoſoever hath: 
agift, or talent from God, ought to 
improve it to the utmoſt he can for 
Gods Glory : Let no man therefore 
be aſham'd to exhort his Brother, to 
preach unto his Neighbour, to in- 
ſtrut his Family, for every one 
ought to be a King, Prieft, and Pro- 
phetto himſelf, and his own Fami- 
ly, and wich fob, offer Sacrifice for 
his own houſe, 

Solomon, who beſt knew how to put 
A 4 a 
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2 right and true eſtimate on Honor, |: 
erinmph*d more in the fingle Epethice | 
of the Preacher, than all his (well- 


ing titles, as King of Iſrael, and 


therefore prefixes that before all o- | 
thers, to imbelliſh and inrich his / 
Name. It was a good cuſtome of the ' 
beſt Kings of Iſrael, to read the Law | 


unto the people; and it is well known, 
that the Imperial Purple of Great 
Conſtantize never bluſh'd to ſee him 
preach unta his Subje&s : Let no man 
therefore be alham*d of the Goſpel, 
as hewould not have Chriſt aſham'd 
of him at the great Aſſizes of the 
world. 

God under the Law required the 
firſt fruits , and the firft-born to be 
dedicated to. him , but its the cuſtom 
of our Age to offer their youngeſt 
fons to the ſervice of the Altar; and 
do we not herein , like blind Iſaac, 
give the bleſſing to the youngeſt ? 
And may we not fay to our great 
Gentlemen, and Elder Brethren, that 
wholly ſequeſter themſelves to any 
imployment or profeſſion, rather than: 
the Miniltery , that like Eſa», they 


ſell their birth-right for a meſs of 


pottagez 


0n Poverty. 9: 


| pottage z or as Chriſt ſaid to Martha, 
' Martha, Martha, thy Siſter bath choſen 
' the better hart :. So may we not fay ro 
theſe Gallants , Your younger Bre- 


thren have cholen, or rather gotten-. 


| the better part3 that Facob hath ſup= 


planted Eſa», and is gone away with 
the bleſſing. | 

In the Primitive and Virgin Age 
of the World, before it was deflowred 
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and debauch*'d by ill cuſtomes, and 
therefore celebraced by the wanton 
pens of Poets, . under the name of the 

Golden Age; the Heads of Families: 
both raught and govern'd the reſtof. 
their Brethren, which as it was the- 
firtt & original Copy of Government, 
{0 may. rationally be preſum'd the- 
' faireſt, and lefs blur” dwith Tyran-- 
ny, than thoſe more imperfect: mo-- 
dern Tranſcripts that latter. Ages: 
have drawn in lines of-blood.. 

It was a cultome among 'the Ro-- 
mans, if any Souldier had ſav'd the: 
life of a Citizen, to reward his -va)or: 
with their Corona Givica , . to beſtow: 
ſome ſpecial mark-of Honor on him : - 
Of how.great honor then may, he be: 
thought worthy;,,that reprieves the - 

A5 life: 
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life of a Citizen of the New Feruſa- 


km , that ſaves a ſou), not from a na- 


tural , a temporal., but an eternal. 


death ?: 


The gratitude of Alexander , ac 


knowledged himſelfno leſs beholding | 


to his Maſter Ari{totle, than to his Fa- 


ther Philip , as having receiv'd from. | 


him nothing but his being, and ſim- 


ply to live, whereas from Ariſtotle he 


had receiv*d his well-being, and how 
tolive well.: I am: ſure we are more 


indebted to our Spiritual Parents that- 
have begotten us unto the Lord, that 


have been the means and inſtruments 


of Regeneration, -of forming the 
New-birth,and bringing forth Chriſt 


in us, than we- are to- our Natural 


Parents ,. thac brought us- into the 
world, into this vale of tears and mi- 


ſery.. 

Oh ! its a glorious- thing: to ſave 
Souls ,. to ſnatch poor Souls like 
krands out of the fre cf Hell, to re- 
ſcue a ſoul. from the jaws of Eternal 
Death, to be an Index Mercurius , to 
dirc& and.ſhew men the way. to S7- 
Me. 
This 1sa:holy ambition:, and. wor= 

thy. 
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thy of che braveſt ſpirit, to ſaveone_. 


ſou], being more glorious than to con- 
quer a thouſand worlds. 

The profane adulation of the Ro- 
mans Deified their Emperours , and 
there being a new Star diſcovered a- 
bour the time of Fulins his death, the 
credulity of their Superſtition 
prompted them to believe it Ceſars 
Soul: But we may without either 
flattery,or Superſtition, fafely believe, 
that ſuch Souls ſhall ſhine as brighc 
and reſplendent Stars in the Firma- 
ment of Glory, the light of whoſe 
Life and. Dofrine, while here on 
earth, lead many to Chriſt. For cer-- 
tain, were the Converhon of a Soul 
a {light buiineſs, there would not be 
ſuch ſolemn Trinumphs in Heaven, .- 
{uch ſhoutings and rejoycings among. 
the Angels, at the Converhon of one 
lmner, 

And that this may fall'wich more. 
weighe, and. leave the greater- im=: 
preftlion on our ſpirits, it may be 
worth our while to conſider, that. 
whenſoever welooſe, or let {lip an: 
opportunity of doing good, whenio-- 
ever We. neglect reclaiming any poor. 

| wildred 


kD A" M-ditation- 
wildred'ſoul, that is loft and intang=- 
led in his. own inventions, and ftray- 
ing afcer his own.imaginations, if he 
die 1n his tins, and periſh from the 
way of Eife z how if God ſhould re-- 
quire his Soul at our hands, 

Its ſaid in the Law., By whoſoevers 


hands mans blood is ſbed:,. his blood ſhall” 


be. ſhed.. Now if they. that prevent 
not Murder, when its in. their pow-- 
er, contra& much of the guile , and- 


become acceſlary to. the crime ,. ſhall: 
not we be ſtain'd with the guile , and- 


become acceſſary tothe Eternal-death 


of: our Brother, 1f-we put not forth: 


our, endeavours to- convert and re-- 
claim him., eſpecially of ſnch as the 
hand of Providence hath deliver'd o+ 
ver to-Our Care,, and as-it were, put 


under-the wing of. our protection ?- 
May not God thus require of Maſters. 


of. Families the blood of many that 


have periſt'd,. that have miſcarried: 


ander their chargez and: of Magt- 


firaces, the blood of the People, and: 
their SubjeQs ? It wall not excuſe-us- 


toſay,.that we are-no Divnes, Divinity: 
i8.none of; our profeſſion :: 1s- it not. 
anaugh thay we pretend. to. be- Chri-- 


ſtianss. 
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ftians, that we wear the Livery of 


Chrifts Name, that we make profefli- 


on of the Goſpel, ought not then 


Divinity to:-be every one of our Stu=- 
dies, every one-of our profeſſions? 
Did God. require under the Law, 
that if our enemies ſheep: fell-into a- 
pit, we ſhould help it ont ? And will 
he not require, that if our Neigh- 
bour,.. our friend fall , we ſhould be 
ſo unchriſtian,. ſo unnatural, ſo- in- 
tumane, as not to: pur forth. ous 
hand: to. help him up?. Can we do- 
one another a more friendly office, 
a- greater kindneſs, a more- rich ,, a 
more Noble, a more obliging favour 
than (like the good Samaritax.) to: 
poure Wine and Oyl into one ano- 
thers wound>, than.to: waſh; drels, 
ang. cleanſe the ſpiritual ſoars of one 
anothers Souls ? Can we any way do- 
a more chaiitable and- Chriſtian Of- 
frce ?: | 
Its reported: of a good Heathen, 
thac whenloever he had not gain*d a 
new. friend ,.. or by.lome Noble Office 
of Love or Friendſhip, oblig'd ſome- 
one or other to him, fo great was the 
generolity. of: his- mind , he us'd to» 
ſay- 


14 A Meditation 

ſay at night, diem perdidi, alasI bave 
loſt a day , as counting that day uns 
worthy to be numbered and reckon'd 
ro the Calender of his life, . in which 
he had doneno gocd : And ſhall not 
we Chriſtians {it down every evening, 
and take account of our leives, what 
g00d we have done each day, and 
with 7b, curſe thar day, and account 
It as. alrogether loſt , and unworthy. 
to be numbred ,, in which we have 
gain'd no epportunity - of doing 
200d. 

Doth God require we ſhould honor 
him with, our ſubſtance , and will he 
not likewiſe expect we ſhould honor 
him with our parts and faculties ? 
Will he not expect that all our ta-- 
lents ſhould be pur forch co uſe ,. that 
our whole ſtock ſhould be laid cut- 
and-improved for bringing in ſome 
Revenue , ſome tribute of honor to 
the Exchequer of his Nameand Glo-- 
ry 2? 'though it beas (mall as the Wid- 
dows nite, it will be accepted. 

Let every one therefore take heed 
of hiding his Talent, of laying it up. 
in a Napkin , of burying it under 
ground, leaſt .t be taken from him. 

Doth 
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Doth God require the ſeventh parc 
of our time, and the tenth part of 
our eſtates? and will he nor likewiſe 
require ſome tythe of our gifts and 
faculties? Hath God opened to any 
onea door of utterance,. given him 


' the Tongue of the Learned, be ſtows 


ed on him the gifc of Eloquence, let 
him not think he may do therewith 
as he pleaſeth, or that hecan make a 
better ule thereof, than by becoming 
an Orator for God, to court and 
woe men to come in unto theLord 
Feſtus, and accept of the offers and. 
tenders of Love, Mercy, and.Grace, 
that are made unto them in the Go- 
ſpel, as God ſhall put opportunities 
into-his hand; for is it nota. Noble 
thing tobe imploy*'d as a Labourer in 
Gods Vineyard , to bea builder of the 
Church of Gud? which honor if any. 
one refuſe or deſpiſe, let him know 
that God who at firſt: open'd, can 
as ealily ſhut, and bar again the door 
of his utterance ,, and give him. a 
ſtammering tongue ,. in ſtead of. the. 
lips of knowledge. 

Soif God hath given to any man 
the. illumination of. his.-Spiric , Tas 

at 
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hath cauſed his Face to ſhine upon- 


him , hath given him any taſte and 


experience of his love, let him not 


think ſcorn to communicate of what 


he hath received; and help build up: 
the walls of $7797, leaſt God rob and. 


plunder him of his enjoyments, and 


eclipſe the light of his countenance. 


from him. 


Will God require of us an account 
of our Stewardſhip in the outward: 


things of this life ? Will God require 
of us his Flax, and his Wine, and his 
Oyl, if we waſte, and abuſe them ? 


And will henot require a more exact: 
and ſeverer account of all the gifts 


and Intelleaual Endowments his 


Mercy hath beſtowed upon us ? Will 


he not mich more require them at 
our hands, if we honor him not.with 
them ?. 

Hath God pronnfed the encreaſe of 
his bleſſing, and the blefling of en- 
creale on our outward mundane ens 
joyments, if we lay them out for his 


Glory ? Hath he been pleaſed to ac-- 


knowledge himleif our Debtor , for 


our charity to the poor, and ſaid, He- 


that gives. unto. the. poor, lends unto the 


Lord 2: 
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Lord ? Hath he been plea'ed tobe- 
' come our Surety, to enterinto Bonds 
| and Covenants, to pawn his Word, 
and ingage his Promiſe, that if we 
caſt our bread upon the Waters, after ma= 
nydayes we ſhall fiad it? And will he 
' not become much more our Debtor 
| for our Spiritual Alms , for our Spi- 
ritual Charity, if we caſt (as ] may fo 
ſay) the Bread of Life upon the wa- 
| ters3 if we deal to the poor of our 
| Spiritual Food, of our Spiritual Max» 
| na, if we rehieve tlie hunger of poor 
| ſtarved ſouls ? Shall not he looſe his 
| Reward that gives a cup of cold wa- 
' ter toa Diſciple? and ſhall he think 
| yon be without reward, that refrethes 
| the poor, dry, and parched foul with 
| the Waters of Life , that draws wa. 
| tersout of the Wells of Salvation. for 
| poor ſouls? Is our liberality of the 
| things of this life ſo acceptable to 
God? and will not our Spiricual 
| Charity be much more ? 
| Moreover, Is our Charity to the 
| Poor, and lending to. the Lord of 
| thele outward things , the beſt and 
greateſt Uſury, the beſt and greateſt 
| way and means of improvement, God 
| having 
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having promiſed co return an hun- 


dred fold? And isit notas good huſ-! 
bandry, as good a way of improving| 
the treaſures of che mind, the talents 


of Wiſdome and Knowledge? If any 
have rob'd the Egyptians, have ſtolrr 


from the Heathen any Earings or Jew-' 
els of Humane Learning, any Pearls | 


of Knowledge or Science, can he! 
becter imploy them , chan to adorn | 
the Truths of che Goſpel with them, | ' 
than to have thein ſanRified by the | 
Alrar? Isthere any better way to ene | 
creaſethe ſtock of our Learning , to: 


inrich the treaſures of our under» : 


ſtanding ? 


But if this conlideration ſeem 


ſlight, or will not prevail with ns; 
however,let the fear of looſing them, 
the fear chat God may blow upon 


them, and cauſe them to blaſt and ' 


wither 3 for, as was obſerved before, 


how juſtly may God ſtrip, rob, and: ; 
ſpoil us, of them, if we: refuſe to | 
glorifte hun with them ? How juſtly | 
may he eclipſe all the Ight of our | 
Knowledge, by infatuating our uns : 
derſtandings, and confounding our *' 
memories? How juſtly may he turn 


Our 
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our Sun into Darkneſs, and our Moon 


 intoBlood ? How juſtly may he be- 


night all our faculties with 1gno- 
rance, or Cauſe them to ſet in a cloud 
of dotage and folly before the even- 
ing, nay , in the very morning of 
our age? Howjufily may he turn our 
wiſdome into folly, and our pru- 
denceinto madneſs ? On! how ma=- 
ny great Wits have on this account 


been blaſted, that might ocherwayes 


have been bright Stars, Stars of the 
firſt Magnitude in the Firmament of. 
Knowledge, and glorious Lumina- . 
ries in the Orbs of Learning, who 
through the juſt Curſe of God upon 
their 'parts , have either prov'd bla- 
zing Meteors, or flaming Comets, 
to fill the World with wonder and a- 
mazement , and then extinguiſh'din 
{moak and alhes, or gone out like the 
ſnuff of a Candle, leaving nothing 
but the memory of their wickedneſs 
to ſtink in the Noſtrils both of God 
and man. 

Let this conſideration at leaſt pre- 
vail with us, to write afcer this Copy, 
Chrift hath ſet us, of arreſting all 
opportunities of doing good, and to 

honor 
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honor God with all the faculties of 
our Souls , with all thegifts and en- 
dowments of our minds, leaſt he 
plunder and ſtrip us of them, leaſt he 
dethrone our Reafons, and turn us a 
grazing with the Beaſts of che Fors= 
reſt, as he ſomerime did Nebychadneze 
2a! , and make us co cat thiſiles wich 
the Als. 


I confeſs T have dwelt ſomething 


roo long on this parcicular, wiz. | 


The occafon, bur it yeelded ſo fruic- 
fal an Harveſt co my thoughts , that 
I knew not how to crowd them into 
lefs room, orgather them into fewer 
periods. 

The third particular is the Audito- 
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ry, and that was mixt, conſiſting of | 


_ multiende, and Chrifſts Diſci- 
ples. 

During the time of Mvſes's Admi- 
niftration under the Law, God had a 
peculiar people ,” the Nation of the 
Jews, whom his Favour was pleas'd 
ro pick and cull, as a precious Jewel 
from the drofs and rubbiſh of the reſt 
of mankind, to whom alone, of all 
the Families of the earth, the Oracles 
of God were committed; ro whom 
alone. 
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alone the Law and the Prophets were 
given: They only of the Sons of A- 
dam had the priviledge co wear the 
Livery of Gods Name, to be called 
the people of the Lord; they alone 
were permitted to tread the Courts of 
Gods Houſe, to have accels to his 
San&uary , to approach: his Altars , 
when as all the rett of the World were 
prohibired under the dreadfu' penal- 
ry of an Anathema, wich a procul ite 
hinc, procel ite profani; time was, when 
they only were accounted the Chil- 
dren of the Kingdome, and all the 


| reſt of the World as Aliens, and Qur- 
| caſts, as dogs unworthy of the very 


crums that fell from their table; as 


, | Swine, to whom the precious Pearls of 
* | the Goſpel might not be caſt; time 
, | was, when they only were accounted 


| within the pale of the Church, the 


orily place wherein God was pleas'd 
ro plant the Vineyard of his Church, 
the only ſpot of ground his love had 
taken in and inclos'd from the Wile 
derneſs of the World, wherein to 
plant his fear, and the knowledge of 
his Name, while the reſt of the Earth 
lay negleCted, as @ rude Barren, and 

| uncul- 
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uncultivated Deſert, ore-grown with 
Atheiſme and Barbariſme. 

They were the Edey, the Garden,the 
Paradiſe of God , the Land flowing 
with milk and honey, the place where 
God was pleas'd to make known the 
greatneſs of his Name , when as all 
the reſt of the miſerable Of (ſpring | 
and Poſterity of Adam , liv'd as! 
withour God in the world; time | 
was, when they were the only Sons; 
of Light, and when Paleſtize, or the! 
Land of Canaan, was the onl , Goſhan, | 
on which God cavs'd the light of his. 
Countenance to ſhine, when as all : 
the reſt of the World, all the reſt of 
the Nations of the Farth fate in dark- 
neſs, in Egyptian darkneſs, and as in 
the vale and ſhadow of death , when 
as all the reſt of mankindlay under 
an ecliple, and darknight of igno- 
rance, 

But now bleſſed be God, the Scene 
of things are changed, the Partition | 
Wall of Separation is now broken | 
down, the Vale of the Temple is now | 
rent, and its door ſet open toall the 
Nations and Kindreds of the Earth : | 
The borders of the Church are now | 
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inlarg*d, and God hath given to his 
Sox the Heathen for his Inheritauce, and 
the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for his 
Poſſeſſion; che Bread of Life is now 
dealc to all: The King,, as it 1s in 
the parab'e, hath now/ſent his ſer- 
vants into the midſt of the ſtreets, to 
invite all to the Marriage Feaſt : 


|: Time was, when Canaan was the Land 


flowing with milk and hone , bur 
now every one 1s invited to buy 
Wine, and Milk, and Honey, with- 
out money, and withour price : time 
was, When only the Fewes were ads 
mitted to the Table of Gods Ordi- 
nance, but now there 1s a Feaſt pre- 
pared of fat chings, of Wine well 
refined from the Lees, and Proclama- 
tion made, That every one that huugreth 
after righteouſneſs, may come eat, and be 
ſatisfied ; ayd every one that thirſteth, us 
invited to drink, of the Waters of Life 
freely; For God 1s pleas'd now, un- 
derthe Goſpel, tokeep open Houle, 
as I may ſo lay, and to give enter- 
tainmenttoall comers, to make wel- 
come all that come unto him , and 
puts none by, refuſes none that offer 
themſelves by Faith unto him, 

The 
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The time is now come , in which] 
the Son of Righteouſneſs 15 to ariſe cy 
with healing under his wings, and| g{ 
ſhine upon the whole earth, and en«| th 
lighten all the dark corners thereof ,| pe 
that the whole world may become al {a 
Goſhan , a Land of Light, in which} th 
the Saints are to be gathered from} of 
the four Corners, and the four} ar 
Winds, in which che fear of the Lord to 
1s to fall on all hearts,and the knows! 
ledse of his Name to abound, and} yl 
cover the face of the Earth , as the| w/ 
waters cover the Sea. t-T 
God hath now ſet open the door| f/: 
of his Mercy , and holds forth the; th 
Golden Scepter of his jove to all:! in 
He doth now open wide , and ftretch| vi 
forth the Arms of his Love, that he| th 
may receive the whole World into his | th 
Imbraces : He hath now, as it were, | w| 
puii'd up the Sluces, and open'd | r4 
(asI may ſo ſay) the Flood-gates of | cc 
his Mercy , that every one may drink | th 
thereof, and taſte that the Lord is | M 
gracious , that he may bathe and re- | L: 
freth every dry and parched Soul : | Sc 
He doth now open the Treaſures of | nc 
his Grace, and bring forth the riches, | va 
| the 
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the exceeding great riches of his Mere 
cy. In brief, the Goſpel is now ten- 
der'd to both Few and Gentile, and 
the doors of the SanCtuary ſtand o- 
pen unto all, ſo that they areinexcu- 
{fable that negle@,deſpiſe, er contemn 
the means of ſo great Salvation, the 


| offers and tenders of ſo great Love 


and Mercy. So much for the Audi- 
tory, I now come to _ _ 

4 The place; and that was a 
Mountain , not Mount S$:az, on 
which God appear*d cloath'd with 


| Thunder, and incompaſs*d with 
| flames of fire, and Clouds of ſmoak, 
| the Mountain on which God appear'd 
| in the Majeſty of a great Dictator, gi- 
| ving Laws to the Children of Tſrael; 


the Mountain which trembled with 
the preſence of the Lord, and before 
which the hearts of the people of T/- 


| rael quak*d, fearing they ſhould be 
; conſum*d from before the preſence of 
' the great Jehovah : This was not the 
| Mountain, on which God gave the 
| Lawin a voice of thunder, when the 
: | Sons of Facob defir'd the Lord might 


not ſpeak unto them, but by his ſer- 
vant Myſes : No, this was Mount $70, 
| B the 
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the Mount of Olives, the Mount of 
Peace : When Moſes had been awhile 
wich God in the Mount, his Face had 
ſo great a luſtre, that the Iſraclites 
werenot able to behold ic, and there- 
fore deſir'd him toput a vail there- 
on: And when Par! was canght up 
into the third Heavens, he was tran(- 
ported beyond himſclf; J/hbether 2n} 
the body, or out of the body , he could wt! 


tell: He then ſaw Viſions, and had} 


. Revelations, which were nnutterable.} 
So likewiſe our Saviour, ſoloon as he 
came into the Mount, began to preach, 
and bleſs the people; his lips began} 
then to melt, and drop ſweetneſs, to 
let fall bleſſings on the people :| 
Whence, by the way , we may ob- 
ſerve,that they only are fit 20 preach, 
who have ſeen God in the Mount; 


who have had ſome rapture and exta-! 
fie of ſpirit, who have had their) 
hearts elevated, and lifted up to God, | 
whole affetions have taken flight be | 
yond the Region of earthly enjoy*| 
ments, and had ſome experience of 
the goodneſs of God upon rheir Spi- 
rits: then they will be able to ſpeak 


feelingly,then chey will ſpeak experi-; 


mentally, ; 


| 
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mentally, and ſay not the things we 
have heard , that we have received 
from the hand of Fame , but what 
we have ſeen & handled of the Word of 
Life , declare we unto you: Then they 
will be able with our Saviour to ſay, 
Bleſbed are the poor in ſpirit , for theirs is 
the Kingdome of Heaven ; and ſoweare 


| atlengch arriv'd at the ſubje& of our 
| Diſcourſe : & am ſorry we have been 
 folong detain'd in the Porch , view- 
| ingthe coherence and ftrufure of the 


context; bur I hope we have not 
much wandered from the road of 
our Text, or at leaſt kept within view 
thereof, 

Thetextis the firſt words of our 
Saviours Sermon on the Mounr, 


| whoſe mouth was no ſooner opened, 


but 'his lips drop'd like the honey- 


comb: This is not the language of 


the Law, Do this aud live : This 15 not 


| theDiale& ſpoken on Mount S1nai , 
| bur this is the Language of che Lamb, 


the ſweet and ftill voice of the Go- 
ſpel ; The Law was given by Moſes, but 
Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt, 
Oh! how beautiful ſhould his feer be 
moureyes, that hath brought theſe 

B 2 olad 
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olad tydings of the .Goſpel. 
Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit : Oh! 


theſe are comfortable words, thele aret 


refreſhing words , theſe ſpeak Peace, 
- theſeſpeakLifeto a poor ſoul, thele 
drop oyl and gladneſs intoa.wounded 
ſpirit , theſe are words able to rebuke 


an inraged Sea, and calm the billows| 


of a troubled Conſcience, to reſtore} 
brightneſs and ſerenity to a clouded} 
ſpirit, to a ſaul full of torms, clouds, | 
and tempelts. | 

Bleſſed are the por; On ! how much] 
doth Chriſts Diale& differ from that 
of the World; weſay,Bleſled are the] 
rich, bleſſed are the full , bleſſed are 
thoſe who know no wanc, whole Barns 
are ful] ofcorn, whoſe houſes are full of 
wealth, that canſay with the rich glut! 


ton in the Goſpel, Soul, eat and drink, 
and take thy caſe, for thou haſt much goods| 
laid up in ftore: We ſay,Blefled are thoſe! 
on whom a Sun of Proſperity ſhines, on; 
whom the favour of the world (miles; 
But Oh how far, and how high, are 
Gods thoughts above ours! even as 
high as the heavens are above the! 
earth , ſo farare his thoughts, and] 
his wayes above ours, I know th, 

18: 


TW TIX.VOTIE VOOR INFO TOETY I" 


on Poverty, Z9 
154 great Paradox to the Learning, 


| a dark riddle to the wiſdome of the 


World: What, are the poor bleſſed? 
they that lye in the duſt, on whonr 
all men trample, that are contemn'd, 
deſpis'd, and made (as it' were) the 
very off-ſcouring of the-earth ?' But 
God ſees not as the World fees, the 
Eyes of his Omnilſciency fee farther 
then the dark Opticks'of our fleſh are 
able ro'ook : He ſees thorow things,. 
ro the very pith and marrow of chem, 
whereas we ſee only the husks, the' 
ſhells of things; we are able to look 
no farther than outward appearan- 
ces , than the Varniſh, Paint, and* 
Gilt the World hath fer on things; 
our eyes are detain*d on rhe fuperit- 


| cies of things, being able tocomment* 
| en nothing but light and colours; 


| Whereas the Eyes of the Almighty pe- 
| Hetrate to the very heart and core of 
| things, He looks to the fartheſt end' 


of them, and diſcerns whats behind” 
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fue 3 as the Proverb ſaith , Ante abis 
tm nemo ſupremaq; funera felix, Could 
rhe--Heatheniſh Poet ſing; it is our 
fhort-ſightedneſs, the dulneſs of out 
underſtandings Opticks, that makes 
us often judge & envy thoſe as happy, 
who are the moſt miſerable,poor, con-! 
temptible creatures in the world, and] 
ſuch, as if we knew them aright , we! 
ſhould look on, rather as obje&s of! 
our Pity, than our .envy, Our eyes} 
being dazled by the outward pomp! 
and ſplendor of this life, which 1s 
nothing but a meer Pageantry of gau-! 
dy ſhews, judge thoſe often the Pros! 
priecors of che greateſt felicity , who! 
inherit nothing but miſery, | 
But could we ſee thoſe things ( we! 
fo.often make the obje&s of our ad-: 
miration, the idols of our deſires) to | 
the core, and within the inmoft rind,, | 
we ſhould find they were but like the | 
Apples of S2dom , beautiful: to the | 
eye, but ſuch as being. coucht, drop | 
to athes3 or like the Fairies-money, | 
that turns to duit 3 or thole beautcitul | 
Sepulchres , of which: our Saviour | 
ſpeaks in-the Goſpel , thac are full of ' 


' 
; 


nothing but. rottenneſs , and. dead. mens | 


Domes, 
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boxes. This is atruth ſolegible , that 
many of the Heathen Phyloſophers , by 
the dark twi-light of their natural 
reaſon, were able co ſpell it outz v2. 
that mans happineſs conſilts not in 
the enjoyn:ent of theſe outward 


things, witneſs the Do@rine of the 
| Stocks, who plac'd the Spring of 
| their Felicity in nothing without 
; themſelves, who though they builc 


not their Felicity on Chriſt, of whom 


| It was their happineſs co be ignorant, 


yet were not ſofoolifſh, as to place ir 
n riches, or any of the other fadinz, 
withering, periſhing enjoyments of 
this Life, but on Virtue: And though 


| Ariftetle and the Peripateticks , whoſe 


weaker eyes were ſomething more 
dazied with the pomp and ſplendorof 
Alexauders Court, and the Varniſh of 
the World, were content to admit 
theſe outward enjoyments, as Hand- 
maids to wait and attend on Virtue 
yet did not like the bruitiſh Epicures, 
that Phyloſophical Herd of Swine, 
place their Felicity in them , though 
they acknowledg'd they might confer 
ſome ornament and luſtre, and it 
might receive ſome beauty and ſplen- 
dor from them. By But 
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But weare here taught ano:her do» 
&cine by Chriſt, another Leſſon in 
the Golipel 3 Bleſſed are the poor in ſpi- 
rit, In the words, there is firſt a Pro- 
polition,.or an Aﬀertion laid down, 
Bleſſed - are the poor in ſpirit , Maxdews 
Mo dt 76 T1vuatt of which a pregnanc 


2” By 


ground, cr reaſon ,: follows in the | 
next words; For theirs is the Kingdome | 


of Heaven : wn.durtiy igin 6 Brnkeie Thy Sega! | 


L 


As if Chriſt by his Divine Logick had | 
thus argued, for the words do carry | 
in their womb this Syllogiſm of which | 
without violence they may be deli-« | 
ver'd ; they are bleſſed, whoſe is the | 


Kingdom of heaven, that are the Heirs 


of Salvation, that are the Sons of | 


God, the Seed of the moſt High,the 
Bloud-Royal of Heaven ,. on whom 
Heaven, Happineſs, and Eternal Life 
15intail'd; but ſuch are the poor in 
ſpirit ,. they arethe Heirs of. Life, of 
Heaven, of Happineſs, which. is the 
Minor 3 therefore they are bleſſed. 

I ſhall ſpeak tothe Propoſition, and 
its Reaſon, ſeverally.: And firſt to 


the Propoſition, or Afſertion., bleſſed. | 


are the poor in ſpirit; in which we ſhall 
coniider : Firſt, the ſubje& , Poor in 


ſpirit cc. | 


; 
by 
4 
” 


, 
« 
: 
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ſpirit : * Secondly', the predicate 
Bl-(ed. And firſt for the ſubjeR, Poo? 
in ſpirit, in the: Original, wo 75 
andygn, ator Taith Beza , Eft proprie 
mendicus 1,e. .ad extremam inopiam res 
dafus ; quinil habet nifi quod oftiatim'ac- 
ceperit, ſaith Stephans ; the word fig- 
nifieth; one reduced to extreme PG-- 
verty, or one that hath nothing bur” 
what he begs from door to: door. Bur 
for the better and more methodical 
affoiling this Queſtion , what is here - 
meant by- poor 7 ſpirit , we (hall firſt 
ihew negatively who theſe poorin ſpi-- 
mt are nor, and then give the true” 
Criterion', or Chara&er, whereby* 
to diſcover who-'they are; therefore”: 
by' poor it ſpirit, we are not'to under- 
ſtand , | | 

1 They that are poor, im reſpe&of” 
the forrunes of this life 3 for in reſpeC@&t* 


of this Poverty,; it is faid by the Pro-: 


phet David'in Pſalm 37.25. T have beex ' 


_ | ſeen the Tighteous forſaken , or his Seed - 


_ | Joyments are-alfo the gifts and bleſ- 


young, and now-am old , yet have I not © 
| begging Bread. . For theſe outward en- - 
| lingsof God, which he ſeldome de- - 


. | nies his awn people, in fuch a compe* - 
bs eas BY, Lencyy » 


: 
i” 
i} 
it 
MK | 
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tency, as may relieve the neceſſities 


of nature, and render their lives com ! 


fortable: And:though theſe outward: 
bleſſings, theſe common favours, theſe 
mercies of the left hand, are no di- 
tinguiſhing Chara@teriſtical' marks of 
Gods ſpecial grace and favour,though 
they arenot the ſpecial pledges and; 
Criteria. of his Love, for- that the 


Sun: of. theſe common. favours his. 
goodneſs cauſes. to ſhine vpon. the un-. | 
jaſt-,..as well as juſt ,. and: the rain of: 
. theſe vulgar mercies to fall. upon the 
wicked ,. as well as the good, and. per=-| - 
haps in a more plentiful manner, in: 
more large and plentiful ſhowres up« | 


on.the wicked, then on the good, for-! 


| 


cheir portion is. not- in.the things of- 


_ this. life , God. reſerves more-rich,.' 
more choice. mercies for them, their 


happineſs not conlifting in having the 


Sun of- an outward proſperity ſhine- 


upon-them , but-in the ſhining. forth. | 


of the light of Gods: countenance :: | 
But however, he doth not uſually al-. 


rogether with-hold theſe outward en-. 
Joyments. from them. ,. though. he- 


commonly.” doth. not ſce-it good. for-| 


them. to riot. inthe like.cxceis,. as he: 


ofte N: 
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ofcen permits the wicked, leaſt too 

rank a fortune might cauſe their 

hearts to wax fat, and forget Godz 

yethe uſually denies them not food 

and ray ment, yea, he fillstheir hearts 

with food and gladnels, by bleſling. 
their ſmall eſtates unto them, and gi- 
ving them a contented. mind , which 
iS a continual feaſt, 

Therefore it 1s not the Poverty of- 
Fortune here meant, . whether volun= 
rary, or through the tyranny of ne- 
ceflity , andit is not that poverty of: 


' Forcunes thar is upon compullion and: 


neceſſicy, by reaſon ſuch poverty 1s 
commonly the Judgement of God ,. 


' and produc't of fome enormous 


Crimes... 

1 As firſt, Poverty. 1s uſually: the: 
Daughter of Pride ; its a. common 
ſaying, that Pride goes beforea fall ,. 
that Pride brings menco-a:morſel of: 
bread , 1s: the Ulher. and Beedle ro- 
beggery and miſery, Thus God ma»: 
ny times ſuffers: mens cables to be- 
come theirſnares,.. when their hearts 
wax fat that they. forgec him. then: 
he ſuffers cheir ſpirirs co be elared a-- 
bove meaſure, to {well with :Pride- 
(like. 
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(like the Toad in the Fable ) into -a,| 
bigneſs or grandure diſproportionas | 


ble to the model of their Fortunes, 
till they burſt the Nerves of their e- 
ſtate , andat length expire in. beggee- 
ry and miſery. 

2 Butſecondly, Poverty. is.ſome=. 


rimes the daughter of vanity, which. 


betrays it ſelf ſometimes in.coſtly aps, 
parel, ſometimes in. ſumptuous build-. 
ings; ſome wear all their eſtates on 


cheir backs, and may ſay with the Phy-.| 


loſopher, though in a far worſeſenſe, 
Omnia mea mecum.ports ;, It is the Opi-. 
nion of ſome, .that thenon-reviving. 
the ancient wholeſome Statures of- 
this Land, for moderating the exceſs 
of apparel, 1s a great cauſe of that 
poverty, and. penury that -hath:crept 
into many Gentlemens Families, and 
brought their poſterity .to want and. 


beggery. 


Others bury. their .Eftates under- 
the walls .of ſtately Fabricks , under. 
the foundations .of ſumpruous Palas, 
ces. The Italians count nothing a 
greater curſe, then a profuſe humor 
of building; and therefore. imprex- 
cate it totheir greateli.cnemies, 


Now: | 


OE 
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Now 1s it not juſt for. God to 
ſtain the pride of ſuch as are given to 


theſe vanities, that are more ſ{tudious 


of erecting for themſelves ſtacely hou- 
ſes, and beautiful. ſtruftures , then 
todo any thing. for God ; that.more 
willingly lay out their eſtates on walls 
and. buildings, than the living tones: 
of Gods Church; Is it not juſt he- 
ſhould bring confuſion .on -the eſtates. 
of ſuch , for the pride and vanity .of 
their Babel ſtru&ures ?. that he ſhould 
humble chem, .and cauſe them. te fit; 
in the duſt, .that. would build their 
neſts in . heaven.; that the towring 
pride, and.fooliſh imaginations. of 
ſuch as would hide. their heads a- 


mong the Clouds,and fix their names 


among the Stars, ſhould bring ruine 
totheir eftates, .and bury .their For- 
tunes under dirt and rubbiſh. . Thus 
through the juſt Judgement. of God, 
doth -pride and. vanity not un-often- 
trip up the heels (as 1 may ſo ſay) of 
many mens fortunes , and caſt. them. 
into penury and wiſery, whoſe fond. 
ambition. Hlatter'd them they ſhould. 
make their neſts on. high, and not be 
moved... 
| 2 Po- 
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3 Poverty is ſometimes the daugh- 


cer of oppreſſion, covetouſneſs and | 
idleneſs are ſaid to be the root of 


all evil; when men wax-covetous, and 
fall to grinding the face of the poor, 
and to prey upon their neighbour, 


when they ſ{huc up the bowels of their. 


mercy from the neceſlities of their 


poor brother, and flop the ears of 
their charity cothe clamorous cryes | 
and importunities of thoſe that are 

mn want, then God often blows upon: 
their eſtates, and blaſts their For-- 


tunes, ſends the moth and canker in- 
to: their wealth, cauſes the ruſt to 


prey upon their gold,. and devoure- 
their ſilver, cauſing their wealth co- 


moulder, and their treaſure turn to 
duſt. . 


Its reported of the Eagles Feathers, 


that being put among: thoſe- of other 


Fowls, wherher by heat, or whac o-- | 
ther occult quality, they prey-and de- | 
voure the rett, cauling them ro moul»- 


ter and conſume to duſt, The ſame 


truly way be ſaid of wealth. gotren by. 
oppreſſion and extortion, by any un--- 
juſt or indire&- means); it 1s like che. 
Eagles Feathers ,. or. rather _—_— 
can. 


ed 
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jean Kine, that will ear and devoure 


| all their fat and plentiful Revenues, 


by. drawing down the Curſe of Hea- 
ven on their wealthand ſubſtance. 

4 Poverty is often the Daughter of 
Luxury , ſome bury their Patrimonies 
in their bellies, drink. down: whole 
Farms, and Lordthips, or perhaps 
the price of Kingdomes ( like that 


voluptuous Queen of Egypt, Cleopatra) 


at one draught.. 
Some drown their eſtates, together 


with all their parts and faculties, in a 


deluge of Wine and ſtrong liquor,and 

ſoſwim down a-torrent of filthy plea» 

\ure tothe Infernal Lake.. 
Others facrifice their. eſtates in the 


fire and flames of Juſt, at the Altars: 


of baſe and filthy concupiſcence, till 
rottennels enters- into their bones , 
and their-bodies be fill*d with. ſores 
and pucrified boils... 


O: hers-ſuffer themſelves (C as it is- 


in the Fable )-like Lycacn, to be de- 
vour*d by their dogs,. that is, to be- 
come a miſerable prey. to- their: plea- 
ſures. and inordinate. defires, unra- 
velling the whole clew of their eſtates 
In: a pleafing. maze,. ” Jy 

Pica» 
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pleaſure and volupcuouſneſs”, . until 
they have left chemſelves nothing but | 


Poverty for an- inheritance , and: a 
ſtock.of miſery for their poſſeſſion,till 
they have intail'd penury on "their 
Families, and bequeath*da name of 
obloguy and 1gnominy to their-Po- 
ſterity. : 

Laſtly, Poverty-is the Daughter of 
Eaſe and Idlenefs 5 its- n1ot enough to: 


be born to great Revenues, to make 


out a-gobd-title, orgive a-juſt claim 
to what the-love-and © providence of 
our Anceſtors hath bequeath*d unto: 


- us, unleſs we make them ours by our: 


induſtry and*diligence, inſome ' pro-- 


feſſron-:, or - honeſt vocation ; we are 


to cat our-:bread in-the ſweat of : our: 
brows , that's the. ſawce we ought” 
mix with alF our diſhes : God is ſaid: 
to. hatean idle perſon ; for that,' asI* 
ſaid before, idieneſs-is:the root: and- 
ſeeds of allFevil. . | 

Its a good cuſtome of a' wicked Na-+ 
tion , I mean the Turks, and- wor-- 
thy the imitation of Chriſtians, for * 


_ every man; to the Grand Sergyior , to* | 


make profeſſion: of -ſome trade or vo- 
cation :, Jo that their yery. Palace, or: 


ger.” | 


| 7 
| 


| 


i 
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Seraglio , 1s like a Shop, or Exchange. 
It was a cuſtome among the Ro« 
mans , forall the Citizens, on ſome 
certain-times, to wear the badg of 
their trade, or profeſſion, andif any 
were found without his. badge ,*or 


| that could ſhow the Livery of no 


trade, he was ſeverely puniſt*'d by 
the Cenſors,.. If the hke cuſtome 
were ſet afoot among us, I wonder 
what badge or mark our Trepans, rant 
ing HefGors, Knights of the Poſt, with 


| many other of that ſort of Vermine; 


together with other Caterpillers, who 


' may without a metaphor be term'd 


the very Peſt and Plagne of the Com- 
monwealth ; I wonder, I fay, what 
badge they would aſſume, as: the Li- 
very of their Company and Profeſli- 
on, Its reported by Naturaliſts, thae 
no creature can. upon the ayrz 
and- therefore what the: credulity of 


| Antiquity hath delivered, as a Phy- 


? 


| 


' 


| 


. | loſophical truth, concerning the Ca» 


melion , is now exploded as a vulgar 
and fabulous: error :. But Iam fure 
many of theſe live ,. if not on ayr, 


_ | yet by a worſe merchandiſe of Wind, 


then that of. the Laplanders , that are 
reported. 
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reported to befriend Marriners with 
Gales tyed up in Napkins; for 
whereas theſe trafhck with the Ele- 
ments , they put to ſalſethe wind of 
their oaths, as if they were no more 


then {mall piifis of ayr, yetiuch by! 


which many are, in a _trice , blown 
out of all their Eftztes and Fortunes, 
into a gulph cf poverty and miſery; 
and thele are caoie Canelzons that can 


caſt themſelves into ail ſhapes and cc«| 


lours, and witneſs pro or cox to uny 

bulineſs. » 
But ro balance this cuſtome of An» 
tiquity, our modern Ages Utlight ras 
therto ſhow their Coats of Arms, and 
Atchievements, taken out of the He» 
ralds Office, than the baſe badges of 
Mechanick Trades, and beggarly Pro- 
fellions , as if qothing would lo 
much taint the th. and degradea 
Gentleman, as-an honeſt imploymentr. 
But to proceed, there is the ſweat 
of the mind, as well as the body; 
and to ſpeak truth of all Jabours,thar 
of the mindis far the greateſt , and 
of all travel, that of the Soul is Thy 
{oreſt under the Sun; and therefore 
its, that Solomon ſo often lets fall ſuch 
expreſſions 
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expreſirons as theſe; Of writing books 
there is 20 end , and much reading or ſtu- 
dy i wearineſito the fleſh : Alſo where 
he ſayes, . He that encreaſes knowledge, 
encreaſeth ſorrow, and thelike ; bur as 
it 15 the foreſt travel, ſoit 1s the No- 
bleſt difficilia que pulchra; the wayes 
that lead to Eminence are not ſtrewd 
with Roſes : Now'its' fit, that every 
one ſhou}d have his ſhare and portion 
of the one or the other, of the ſweat 
of the body, or the travel of the 
mind, for man is borx to: labour , and 
travel, as the ſparks fly upward , Fob 
5.7. And God hath forbidden him 


toeat, that will not labour; and 


therefore I wonder how ſuch dare 
eat, the ſweat of whoſe brows, in 
ſome lawful imployment , hath not 
oven them a right and title to what 
their plentiful Forrunes hath furniſh- 
ed forth unto their tables, Its a lau- 
dible cuſtome of ſome Conntryes, to 
make their children by ſome exerciſe 
of either body or mind , to deſerve, 
and as it were earn their meat be- 
fore they. give it them , whereby 


from.their very Infancy and Cradles 
| they are inur*d to labour , and. made 


familiar wich induſtry. To 
£ 
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To conclude, no Patrimony, no 
Revenues, no Fortunes, are large e- 
nough ;. the riches of the Tndzes, the 
wealchlof Kingdomes,. nay, the price 
of Worlds, would fall ſhort, and 
not be avleto ſupply or recruit the 
Exchequer of ſuch perſons expences, 
as have noother imployment thew 
deviſe how to-ſpend : which renders 
induſtry no leſs our intereſt,. than du: 
ty, buſineſs being: no leſs rhe food 
and entertainmentc of the mind,;.chaw 
meat js-of the body : And as idleneſs 
is ſaid to be the Devils Pillow , and 
therefore none may expe Gods 
bleſſing that ſleeps upon it, ſo Þ any 
confident it 1s as'Uneaſe,as unſafeand 
dangerous, : 
Now. when men refuſe all-labour, 
and become unprofitable burdens to- 
rhe-earth ; when men live to eat, when 
as they (hou]d only eat tolive; whey: 
men think they. are born wholly for 
themſelves, to eat;, and drink., and 
riſe up to play 3 1s1t not juft with God 
to blaſt their Eſtates, and toſend- the 
Gout, the Droplie, or:the judgement: 


of ſome more fore diſeaſe upon-the' 


bodies of . theſe Pigrivenrri, theſe flow: 


has + ep. ad hi ©, Wh yes grate 


. bellics,. 
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bellies, that are good for nothing 
but to feed and pamper a rotten car- 
kaſs, that muſt after a while be a ban=- 
quet for worms, that are good for 
nothing, but like vermine, to devoure 
the fruics-of the earth, that live, as if 


| they had their Souls given them ( as 


Ks commonly ſaid of Swines) only 
as ſalt to keep the fleſh of their bodies 
from putrifying and ſtinking, 

To conclude this particular, I am 
perſwaded if greater entertainment 
and incouragement were given to int- 
duſtry and diligence, it might prove 
the moſt effe&tual means tocroud out 
that penury and poverty that hath ſo 
long dweltamongſt us, of which we 
need not look far for a Preſident, ſo 


| long as Hollaxd is fo nigha Neigh- 


bour, whoſe ſmall ſport of earth, did 
it not Ilyeſo low, and inchemidft of 
waters, I ſhould liken to a Mole-Hill, 
the Inhabitants being thole P:ſmires, 
from whom all the world might take 

leflons of induftry and diligence. 
Now upon the account of all theſe 
reaſons, from whence this poverty of 
neceſlity uſually ſprings, T am induc'd 
to believe this 1s not the poverty here 
meant, 
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meant but that this is rathera Judge- 
ment,than a Bleſſing of God; for were 
this the poverty that gave men title to 
the Kingdome of Heaven, none could 
makea better claim, or produce fairer 
evidence, then a Prodigal Son thar 
hath waſted and ſpent his Eſtate on 
Whores and Paraſites, or ſome Bank- 
rupc perſon, that hath ſplit his For- 
runes, arid ſhip-wrack'd his Eſtate by 
11] hnsbandry, gaming, or the like; 
no, Whoremongers, Adulterers, and 
difſolute perſons, muſt not enter into 
the Kingdome of Heaven : We ought 
co be diligent and faithful Scewards, 
even of theſe talents,for of theſe alſo 
mult we give an account 3 if therefore 
. God hath truſted any one with a fair 
eſtate, a large and plentiful Fortune, 
ler him not chink to ſpend it upon his 
luſts, but ſo demean himſelf in his 
Steward(hip, that he may give a good 
account in the day of his Audit, that 
{o he may reap comfort, & not ſhame, 
when the Harveſt of the World ſhall 
approach : Moreover, our Engliſh 
Proverb ſaith , That God never ſends 
mouths, but he alſo _- meat ; and 
that no manis ſo unfortunate, but at 
one time or other hath been courted 


by 
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by an opportunity of growing rich, 
ar leaſtin a competency : God feeds 
the very crows and Ravens, and 
cloaths rhe very graſs and Liltics of 
che fields in ſo rich Liveries,thac they 
may vye with Solomon in all his glory, 
and make the purple of our bravelt 
Princes bluſh, ro ſee their gallancry 
ſo much out-ſtript by the native 
beauty of ſo contemptible a creaturez 
and ſhall wethink that God, who is 
thus bountiful to the Lillies of che 
field , will deny his own people food 
and ray ment , But I would not have 
this interpreted, to lock up the bow- 
els of compaſſion , and bar the door 
of our charity againſt ſuch poor 
wretches that daily cry in our ſtreets; 
for though I think their poverty 1s 
commonly a Judgement of God up- 


on them for ſome of the fore-ciced 


fins, yet this excuſes not our charity 
and compaſſion ; for {ince we are all 
fiinners, as Chriſt ſaid of the woman 
taken in Adultery, who ſhall preſume 
to fling the firſt ſtone at theni? ſhould 
we not rather imitate the guodnels of 
God, that cauſes his Sun to ſhine, 
and his Rain fall upon the wicked, 
| as 
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as well as the righteous, Our Engliſh 
Proverb ſaith, The Crows muſt live; 
ſhall nor then our poor Brother ? And 
the Scripture faith, A righteous man 1; 
merciful to his Beaſt , then much more 
to thoſe that are fleſh of his fleſh, and 
bone of his bone., 1 am perſwaded, 
when the fins of this Nation (hall 
come to be audited, and enquir'd in- 
to, our negle& of, and uncharita- 
bleneſs to the poor, will make a 
great Part of the Indi&ment againſt 
us. Wehave been ſo long diſputing 
about forms of Government in the 
State, and of Divine Worlhip inthe 
Church , that the noyſe of our jang- 
lings about theſe things hath quite 
drown'd thecryes of the poor, whole 
neceſſities ſhould have been firſt re- 
liev'd, had we commenc'd our Res 
formation aright: and till this error 
be re&ified, I know little ground we 
haveto expefa ſettlement, or that 
God will in the leaſt own and bleſs 
our Government, whatever we may 
ſer up and eſtabliſh, 

But to proceed, though it be com- 
monly thus, that mens poverty and 
miſery 15 & proceeds from themſelves, 

as 
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as being the Produf of either pride, 
caſe, or luxury, as hath been largely 
demonſtrated; yer ſometimes through 
the rapine and oppreſſion of the 
wicked , the righteous are ſtript of 
all their enjoy ments, turned out of 
their poſſeſſions, and expoſed as 
Pentioners to the cold. charity of che 
world: It is ſometimes known, as in 
the Parable, that a poor and righte= 
ous Lazarus, whoſe Soul ſhall have a 
Legion'of Angels, as his Convoy, or 
Life=guard, rocarry him into Aras 
hams Boſom, begs an alms at Dives 
Gates, at the hands of a rich and 
wicked Miſer, and hath his ſores 
lick'd by dogs 3 and therefore, though 
weoughc to do good to all, yet more 
eſpecially to thoſe of the houſhold of F.ith , 
if any ſuch objedts of our charity are 
known unto us. Es 

And although God can and often 
doth interrupt the courſe of Nature, 
and work Miracles for ſupplying the 
neceſſities of his Saints ; though God 
ſometime fed Eliah by the Miniltry of 
Ravens, and cancloath his Prophets. 
as he doth the Lillies of the Field, 
yet that 15 no excuſe, no Apology, for 

C our 
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our with-holding any thing from | \ 
them they ſtand in need of, or that | 
their neceflities call for at our hands, ! ; 
though we have never ſo little, | x 
though oureftate be but as the Wid- 
dows Cruſe of Oyl. God requires | n 
our mite, if wecan dono more, we| n 
muſt caſtitin, if we expect to find| y 
that acceptance with God the Wid-| tþ 
dows did, or defire that bleſſing of} n; 
encreaſe on our eſtates, as fell onchef fc 
Cruſe of Oyl, whereby the Prophet} hy 
was fed in atime of famine, Pr 

2 But ſecondly, by poverty of (pis| tle 
rit, is not here meant (as the Papyſts| fig 
would have it ) a voluntary poverty, rea 
or of vow, as when men for Religi| fro 
ons ſake, or Righteouſneſs ſake , ai hat 
they are pleas'd to guild it, do re} Wo 
nounce the world, and ſtrip them the 
ſelves of all their outward enjoy Cla 
ments , when men caſt their whoſe] you 
eſtates into the treaſury of the| dive 
Church, and intail their Revenue ing 
on the Altar, when for the bettet| gay 
disburthening themſelves of the care conr 
' of this life, and of this world , and The 
that they may the berter ſequeſte!] nuwe 


themſelves unto the Lord , and de Heay 
vote 
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ct 
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vote themſelves unto his ſervice, they 
part with all for the Croſs of Chriſt, 


' and wholly caſt themſelves upon the 


Providence of God. 

Truly the taking root of this Opi- 
nion hath brought forth much fruit, 
much profit to the Chnrch of Rome, 
many of whole voluntary Votaries, 
that under a pretence of extraordi=- 
nary devotion, and Holineſs, ſeque- 
ſter themſelves from the world, do 
but renounce thoſe ſmaller Fortunes 
Providence hath given thein better ti- 
tle to, in expeAation of, and on de- 
ſign to inherit far greater riches, and 
reap a more plentiful crop of gain 
from that blind charity, Superſtition 
hath cheated the greater part of the 
World into an opinion of; and of 
theſe there are ſeveral Forms and 
Claſſes in the Man of Sins School, as 
your Hermites, Fryer Mendicants, with 
divers others, who inftead of account- 
ng (with the Apoſtle) godlineſs great 


ttet|gan, do reap great gains from a 
arej| counterfeit and feigned godlineſs : 


and 
{tel 

de: 
volt 


Theſe therefore are not the ay 76 
nur» On Which the Kingdome of 
Heaven is intail'd , bur rather ſwarms 
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Heaven to thole will bid moſt for it; 


peperit bhec fabula de Chriſto : So, Dnan- 
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of Locuſts and Caterpillers, that co- 
ver the face of too great a part of the 
earth, 

Burt this Opinion of Poverty ( as1 
ſaid ) hath been a rich Revenue to 
the Popiſh Church, and wonderfully 
1mprov'd the Patrimony of St. Peter, 
hath much encreas'd the Revenue of 
the Van of Sin, and intail'd much 
Land upon his Altars; this is a gal- 
lant deviſe to ſell che Kingdome of 


and the Pope and Cardinal may well 
confer notes, as ſometime on ano» 
ther occalion, Drantrm nobis Lucri 
tum nobis Lucri peperit hec fabula ſeu Do 
Grina de paupertate : What gain hath 
this fable of poverty brought into 
us : This 1s that hath (o much inrich- 
ed the Coffers of the Pope, that hath 
filPd the fat bellies of the Prieſts, 
and cloarh'd the Whore in Scarlet : 
Truly, I cannot but commend the 
zeal and devotion of all ſuch poor de- 
luded ſouls, as out of a principle & 
Sincerity , {trip themſelves of theſe 
outward enjoyments, thinking rthere- 
by to render themſelves more qa 
. an 
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and leſs cumberſome in their jours 
ney towards Heaven; but I cannot 
bat cherewithal pity cheir ignorance, 
and great pity it isfo greata heat of 
zeal ſhould be without the light of 
Knowledge to dire@ it, that ſogreat 
Devotion ſhould be the Daughter of 
Ignorance and Superſtition. 

No, this is not the poverty of ſpi- 
rit recommended to us by our Savi- 
our; and therefore to the Proſelites 
of this Opinion, we may ſy what 
5s commonly ſaid of ſelf-Murther,. ic 
1s not lawful ro quit our ſtations, for 
our fouls to break the priſon of the 
Body, to anticipate our deliverance 
from the captivity-of our fleſh, by a 
voluntary or violent diſſolution : We 
may with the Apoſtle ſue out our Ha- 
beas Corpus , by ſending up our ſighs 
and delires to be diſſolved, but to 
break pugon.is Felony ; we nay ſay, 
Ds 2 bur we muſt expe&X 
till God ſefids the Serjeant Death to 
bring us our Writ of Eaſe, our bexe 
deceſſit , and toknock off the Fetters 
of our body : for our life is a war- 
fare, and we are here Militant in a 
Vale of Tears ; and therefore may not 

C3 deſert 
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deſert our Colours, till we are rd? 
douati, and Mailites Emeriti, till we 


have finiſt'd our waifare, and are 


legally diſmifs'd che Camp: Our 
Souls are plac'd as Centinels in the 
Body, and may not go off the guard 
till they are reliev'd, or the Captain 
of our Salvation calls chem off, 

So may I ſay in this caſe, our wealth 
is not our own, but the Lords, and 
therefore it is not lawful for us to 
quit, \or refign our truſts, before the 
day oBour Audit 3 for we are Gods 
Stewafds, and he will require an ac- 
count at our hands; our « tes are 
the Lords, and we muſt be faithful 
in ouroffice , and diſtribute of our 
bread to the poor, | 

Chriſtianitydoes not forfeit our right 
to the creatures, but rather inlarge & 
ſtrengthen it : It hath beenthe cuſtom 
in ſome places, when an 
Chriſtian, to forfeit cr hy 
ſtate 3 but this is no condſtion of the 
Goſpel,thisis not aLaw that hath any 
force or abligation in foro conſcieatie,in 
the court of conſcience for our right, 
as I ſaid, to the things of this world, 


is rather commenc'd, than extin-| 


guih'd 
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guiſh'd by our adoption and new« 
birth; for whoſe is the earth , and 
the fulneſs thereof, but the Lords ? 
and who then have better right unto 
it then the Sons of God? Or who 
may more truly be call'd the Lords 
and Princes of the Creation , then. 
they for whom the world was made, 
and yet is not worthy of them ? 
though I muſt confeſs it 1s moſt com- 
monly ſeen here, that ſervants ride 
on horſeback, and the Princes go on 
foot, &c, 

Thirdly, This poverty is not any 
low and baſe abjeanels of ſpirit, no 
ſordidneſs or deſpondency of mind; 
to be poor in \pirit, 1s not to have 
little, poor, narrow, and contrafted._- 
ſouls, to have creeping and degene- 
rate ſpirits, thatare alwayes grovel- 
ling in the duſt, that according tothe 


' curſe of the Serpent, creep on their 
' bellies, and lick the duſt of the earth, 


that are meer muck, or dung-hill 
worms , that have their heads and 
hearts bow*d down to the earth. 

Os homini ſublime dedit , ſaith the 
Poet. This therefore is unworthy, 
and below the generoſity of a man, 
GS  - much. 
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much more a Chriſtian. Religion 
doth not make men fools & ſheepilh, 
but admirably blends che innocenc 
of the Dove, together with the wi. 
dom and prudence of the _ 


Religion is not that that clouds the | 


mind with black melancholick and ſad 
apprehenſions; if any think thus, 


they ſeem guilty of the ſame abſurdi- |. 


ty with thoſe Heathen, that Deified 


their diſeaſes, and erefed Altars un: | 


te Feavours  'or adnut the like abuſe 
that Mahomets Diſciples did, when 
they believ'd their Prophets Convul- 
fions to be Extaſtes, and Divine Rap- 


tures, this1s tointitle our melancho- | 
ly to Religion, and guild ore the di- | 


ſtempers and infirmities of Nature 
with the title of Graces which 1s 


ſomething like the humonr of the | 
Negroes, who paint their gods black, 
_ the Devil white 3 whereas Reli- | 


210n is ſo far from being any morole, 
ſower, or tettrick thing, that what 
the Philoſopher faid of virtue , may 
with advantage be atirm'dof Religi- 
on, viz, that could ir aſſume Corpo- 
reity, or render it ſelf viſible, it 
would appearſo lovely, ſo — 

that 
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that it wonld at once both enamour 
and raviſh the Whole world into the 
admiration of her Featnres, and by 


- the (ole artrattives of her tranſcen- 


dent Beauty, and the powerful 
Charms of its comely Graces, at- 
trat and captivate the-hearts of all 
men, and command ' both homage 


and affe&ion from all thac ſhould. 


behold her; the would then need: no 
other Eloquence than the filent Ora- 
tory of her own beauty to recom- 
mend her, and invite the whole 
world unto her imbraces, For is good. 
nature a lovely thing ? there's no-- 
thing more improves, and meliorates 
mens natures, than the ingrafting 
Religion "therein: there's nothing 
more inlarges the ſpirit, and gives. 
ta more juſt and Noble Elevation, 
then that : there's nothing fills the 


| mind with a more Noble, with a 


more generous {corn and contempt of 
low, baſe, and abjc&: things than 
that ; that's it: that raiſes a mans 
thoughts from the earth', on which 
they are naturally ſo apt to grovel. 
and be bowed. down unto, that's ir 
that ſpirits and enoblesa Soul, that 
C5), eman- - 
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emancipates it from baſe laviſh, and 
pulillanimous fears, and fills it 
with a high and Princely ambition, 
an ambition more Noble and gene- 
rous then that of Alexanders, that fo 
inlarges the heart, that not only one 
earth, but the whole world is too lit- 
tle for it, 1s not able to fill or fatisfie 
ic; this 1s that refines the afteRions, 
and cauſes them to fly a higher pitch, 
than to be decoy*d by any thing here 


nd a) 


below, than to floop to any thing on | 
this fide immortality and life, that | 


cauſes the Soul to ſoaie alofr and 


mount up, as with Eagl:s wings, till | 


it makes 1tS neſt in the very bolom of 


God. They therefore diſparage Re- | 


ligion, and caſt a blot and ſcandal on 
the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, whogo 
all the day drooping and holding 
down their Headslike a bulruſh, there 
being none who have ſo much reaſon 
; to be cheerful, to have a merry heart 
and a cheerful countenance as Chri- 
ſtiansz, There is no reaſon why any 
ones face ſhould ſhine ſo much as 
theirs who like Moſes have ſeen God 
in the Mount. 

4 Weare therefore by this poyer- 


oy 
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ty of ſpirit to underſtand ſomething 
beyond any thing that hath been yer 
mentioned; And without doubr its 
to be taken in a like ſenſe, as that 
place where Chriſt ſaith, ts harder 
for a Camel, or Cable rope, as ſome... 
interpret it, (for the ſame word in” 
the Original ſignifies both ) to paſſe 
thorow the eye of a needle, then for a rich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: 
Now we ſhall be beſt able co under- 
ſtand what is meant by theſe Riches. 
that bar our entrance into bleffed- 
nefſe, and this Poverty on which it 


_ 1s intaiPd, by comparing theſe with. 


other places, one Scripture being the. 
beſt Key to unlock the ſence of ano=- 
ther. Our Saviour faith, Matt.9.13. 
That he Came not to call the Righteous. but - 
ſinners to Repentance, and in another 

Pre, the whole ne:d not the Phyſitian - 

ut thoſe that are ſick: , So likewiſe, 

where he ſaith He came to ſeek the loſt | 
ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael : So likewiſe! 
that Parable of. the Phariſee "that 
made fo nigh and familiar approach . 
to the Altar, .and bleſſed God he was-. 
not as the Publicane that ſtood aloof, 
afar off, and cried Lyrd. be merciful to 
me: . 
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me a ſinner, and yet according to the 
virdi& of Truth it ſelf, went away 
more juſtified than the Phariſee thar 
was ſo pure and righteous in his own 
eyes. I ſay this Parable may lend 


ſome light to the underſtanding of ir. 


Alſo when our Saviour took a little 
Child, and ſetting him in the. midft 
of his Diſciples, ſaid zxleſſe ye be as [it- 
tle chilaren ye Cannot euter into the King= 
dom Heaven : he ſeems to have given 
a clear Comment on this Text : Allo 
when he ſaid Srffer little children to 
come unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom 
of Heaven; he ſeems to Paraphrale on 
the ſame DoGrine: From all which 
put together, I think we may ſafely 
colle& and ſpell out this or the like 
ſence from the words, vzz. 

That poverty of fpiric is a being 
little, mean, vile and contemptible 
11 our own eyes, to become as little 
children, without ſtrength and with- 
out courage, helpleſſe and ſhiftleſſe, 
without counſel and without advice, 
having neither. wiſdom , prudence, 
diſcretion, nor underſtanding. in 
our ſelves; they therefore are the 
was 7 mwagn the poor in ſpirit that 
are 
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are arrived at this reſigned ſtate or 
condition , that have parted with 
theaic own ſtrengrh,their own wiſdom, 
their own Councils, and their own 


Righteouſneſle too, and are become 


ſenſible of their own baſeneſs, their 
own unworthinefle, their own no- 
chingneſs, that fee and acknowledge 
the ſinfulnefſe of their natures, the 
miſerableneſſe of their conditions, 
how that they have no righteouſneſſe 
of their own, no holinefle, no puricy, 
no Sandctity of their own, theſe ] 
take to be che poor in Spirit here 
meant. 

Having thus diſcourſed on the ſub- 
je& of the Propolicion, we are by the 
courſe of our method arrived at the 
predicate, viz. Bleſſed; Theword in 
the Original 1s wrge©-quaſi wn xny Gave, 
xe 104 ſorti non morti ſubjeus, a 
word in which the whole of felicity TI 
ſun.o'd up,. a word that reaches the 
Culw en top or faſtig:nm of all happi- 
neſle, a felicity that is not ſubjeC& ro 
the ſtroke of death, to the ith of 
time; a felicity which neither time 
ſha}l wither, nor the hour or ap- 


proach of death be able to blaſt, and 
{o 
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ſo we have finiſhed the propoſition, |. 


and ſhall now haſten tothe ground or 
realon of it, and that is For theirs 
the Kingdom of heaven, Chriſt ſaid 
ſomerime to his Diſchples Luke the 10 
20, verſe, Rejoyce wot ſo much that the 
Devils are made ſubjef to you, but rather 
that your names are written in heaven, 
that your names are written by the 
blood of Chriſt, and finger cf the ſpi- 
rit 11 che book of Life, that your 
names are enrolled and regiſtred in 
the Archives of Heaven. Now from 
the words thus anatomized and un- 
bowelled, there ſeem naturally to 
ſpring theſe propoſitions. 

: That Poverty of Spirit is a roy-. 
al and bleſſed ftate or condition, or 


in the concrete, that che poor in ſpi-- 


rit are blefled. 


s That the ground or reaſon of 


all true happineſle or blefſednefle is, 
founded in an intereſt in the King- 
dom of heaven, or that they onely 


may be truly and without Tronze - 
termed happy, or accounted the res? 
al proprietors of all felicity, whoſe is. 


the Kingdom of heaven, on whom 
heaven and happinefle is intail'd, - 
z Po» 
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1 Poverty of ſpirit isa bleſſed ſtate 


* and happy condition. I ſhould rather 


darken than illuſtrate the meridian 
brightneſſe of this Truth,that is wrot 
as with a ſun-beam; ſhould I bring a 
clond of witneſles for its'confirmati- 
on, it needing no other proof than 
che Authoricy of him that ſpake it,ha- 
ving procceded from the lips of him 


| that 1s Truth it (elf, that cannot lye. 


But that no truth, though of never ſo 
great evidence, might be without wit- 
neſſe, the whole ſcope and tenour of 
the Golpel ſeems to bearits teſtimony, 
and give mevidence to the confirma- 
tion hereof; How frequent is it ſaid in 


. Proverbs, beſides other places, That pride 


is an abomination to the Lord; 1s not this 
the language and dialedt of the ſcrip- 
ture throughout that the Lord will dwel 
with an humble and contrite heart that 
tremblcth at his Word, butt that he ha- 
teth aud reſiſteth the provd? Doth not 
almoſt every page and Chapter tho- 
rowout the whole Book of God ſpeak 
in the ſame Key? Doth not God all 
along turn the edge of his threat- 
nings againſt high things, and high 
thoughts, againſt proud and towring 

1Magt= 
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imaginations that exalr and lift up 
themſelves, hath he not denounced 
enmity againſt proud and high chings? 
hath he not threacened to level and 
bring down every high Hill, cill he 
make it becomea plain? Is not the 
quarrel of the Almighty with the 


great things of the Earth ? And hath 


he not on the other fide pawned his 
Word and ingaged his promiſe to ex- 
alt che humble, to give grace to the 
humble, to lift up every valley, &c. 

' Hath he not invited all thoſe that 


hunger and thurſt, all thoſe that are 


weary and heavy leaden, promiſing 


that he will feed them, that he will 


ſatisfie them, that he will eaſe them, 


that they ſhall finde reſt unco their: 


ſouls ?Whar are all theſe expreſſions 
but as ſo many proofs and confirma=- 
tions of this Propoſition z it were end- 
lefle ro quote and cite places, and 
therefore ſhall. haſten to the Reaſons, 
whereof 

i. The firſt is borrowed from a 
rule among Phylitians, with whom it 
15 received as a Maxim, that primus 
gradus ſumitatis eſt noſſe morbum, the firſt 
degree of health is to. know the dif- 
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eaſe; for as our Proverb hath it,a dif- 
eaſe that is known,1s halfcared, Now 
this poverty of Spirit, is a reflex a& 
of the Soule, diſcovering to men their 
wants , that they may go to. Chriſt 
to be ſupplied of his fulnefle, to re- 
ceive of his fulneſſezGrace for Grace : 
I diſcovers to men their own naked- 
neſſe, that they may go to Chriſt to 
be clothed with the white robes of his 
Righteouſneſle , till Adams eyes were 
opened, that he ſaw his nakedneſle 
and his fin; He had no ſhame nor 
ſence of his guile , but ſo ſoon as his 
eyes were opened, he began to ſow 
hg leaves together, to cover his fin 
and hide his ſhame. This is the uſual 
Method and progreſſe of God in the. 
work of converſion; firſt to alarm 
and awaken the Soul by a clap 
of Thunder, ſo to rouſe him from 
the Lethergie and ſleep of fin, to 
prick them to the quick, and make 
them cry out like the Jaylor in- the 
As, men and brethren what ſhall 
we do to befaved; This cauſes the 
ſcales to fall from off theireyes, thole 


' ſcales of Ignorance with which their 


eyes were ſeal'd, and then they fee 
their 
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their fin and their ſhame, and begin 
to loath and abhor themſelves, to 
cloath themſelves with ſackcloth and 
aſhes, and lit down in the duſt : Now 
when a ſoul hath thus ſeen 1ts naked- 


neſſe,it begins to think of a covering, | 


of a mantle, or acloak to hide its fin, 
and begins firſt to ſow together the 
Fig leaves of its own Righteouſneſle, 
of its own performances, and ſolong 
aSit thinks rhey will ſerve its turn, it 
looks no further, till at length a flaſh 
of lightening comes and ſmutes all 
their righteouſneſle , blacks all their 
beauty, ſcorches their leaves, and 
burns up all their Hay and Stuble,and 
diſcovers a new light unto them, that 
make they the borders of their own 
righteoutneſſe never fo broad, and let 


them with the Phariſees inlarge their 


PhylaGeries never ſo wide, yet they 
ſhall finde the skirts thereof too nar- 
row, too ſhallow to cover them; then 
they begin to be out of conceit with 
themſelves, to fall in diſcfteem and 
 diſreputation with themſelves, then 
they begin to let fall thoſe plumes 
and ſpecious train that before they ſo 
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in. And indeed men will never de- 
fire to put on the Lord ieſus, till they 
havechus ſeen their own poverty,that 
their own righteouſneſle is but as dir- 
ty and menſtruous rags ; till they are 
thus comeacuainted with their own 
wants, how empty their own exche- 
queris, how low their own treaſures 
run, they will never defire to be ſup» 
plied out of thoſe treaſures of Grace, 
God hath laid up in Chriſt for poor 
finners; till men look up and diſcern 
the (word of vengeance hanging by a 
ſmall hair over their heads ready to 
drop upon them,they'l not be ſencible 
of the deſperate peril and danger of 


their naturall ſtate and condition : till. 


they ſee the filthineſle, pollution and 
corruption of their Natures, the Le- 
profie of fin that cleaves to them, 
they'l never delire the Angel may 
move the waters, or gounto the pool 


of Betheſda to the fountaine of Chriſts 


blood , to waſh and bathe their ſouls 
in Jordan: till they finde and feel their 
ſouls ſtung by the fiery Serpents of tin, 
till they feel the ſting of the guilt of 
fin ſtick in their ſouls and conſcien= 


ces, they '| never by the eye of m_ 
00X 
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look up to the brazen Serpent, Chriſt 
Jeſus that was lifzed up upon the 
Croſſe, that they may receive health 
and healing to their fouls. Till they 
are ſencible of thoſe breaches and 
ruines, the fall of Adam hath made 
in theirnatures, till they are ſencible 
of thole wounds and bruiſes , thoſe 
mortall wounds fin hach given them, 
they will never go to the Piyfician of 
ſouls for cure, to have the balm of 
Gilead applyed to their wounds, to 
have oy1 and wine poured into them, 
Till they areſencible of that ifſue of 
blood that is upon them, and have in 
vain ſpent all their ſubſtance on other 
Phyſitians and fruitleſs remedies , 
they will not preſle afcer Chriſt to 
touch the hem of his Garment, to re- 
ceive vertue and healing from Him, 
Till they areſencible of the miſery in- 
to which they are fallen, and the ir- 


recoverableneffe of their eſtate, they | 


will never beg the putting forth of the 
hand of Gods mercy, and the arm 
of his Almighty Power for their reſcue 
and deliverance. 


Till men are ſenſible of their blood- | 


guilcinelſs, they*l neverÞy.to the Ciry 


of 
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of -Refuge, to avoid the purſuit of 
Gods Vengeance, the purſuit of the 
Avenger of Blood : Till they are ſen- 
fible of their own vileneſs, rhey'l 
not fly to the Ark of the New Cove- 
nant, to be prelerv'd from that de- 
luge of wrath that is to come upon 
the workers of iniquicy, Till men are 
ſenſible of their own barrenne(s, and 


_unfruitfulneſs in all the works of ho- 


Imeſs and righteouſneſs, and that 
the Axe of Gods Judgements 1s laid 
to the root of every tree that bring- 
eth not forth fruits worthy of repen= 
rence, and newneſs of life, and 
that ic (hall be hewn down , and caſt 
into the flames of Gods Vengeance, 
and become the fuel of eternal fire, 
the fuel of his Eternal Wrath and diſ- 
pleaſure; I ſay, till by the Eye of 
Faith they diſcern and believe this, 
they'll never deſire to be grafted into 
the true Vine, Chriſt Jeſus, that they 
may receive {ap and influence from 
him, and ſo become fruitful, and a- 
bound in the works of righteouſneſs: 
till we are ſenſible thatwe are dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, we ſhall never de-' 
fire the quicknings and enlivenings of 

Gods 
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Gods Spirit:till we are (entible of, and 
groan under the burdenand weight 
of the guilt of fin, we ſhall never 
delire eaſe of Chriſt : cill we are fen- 
lible of that body of death we carry 
about with us, of thar Law in our 
members, rebelling againit the Law 
of our minds , of that power, dom'- 
nion, rule and tyranny that lin hach 
obtained over us, captivating us into 
the obedience of the Law of fin and 
death, we ſhajl never groan to be 
deliver'd into che liberty of the Sons 
of God , that we may ſerve him 
without fear, and be able ro lead cap- 
tivity captive. | 

For ſo long as men are of opinion 
with the Church of Laodzicea, that 
they think they abound, are richand 
full, they will never acknowledge, 
that they are poor, blind,and naked, 
and by conſequence become Suitors 
at the Throne of Grace, that they 
may receive Crowns and Thrones of 
Glory. 

Toconclude this particular, ſo long 
as men have any reeds of their own 
righteouſneſs to lean unto , though 
buc broken reeds, and ſuch as will 
rather 
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rather wound and pierce their ſides, 
than yeeld any ſtrength -or ſupport 
untothem 3 they | never build their 
Faith on the Rock of Ages. Chriſt 
Jeſus. So long a3 they can fit and 
pleaſe chemſelves under che gourds of 
their own righteouſneſs, under the 
ſhadows of their own performances, 
ſo long as they have any thing to 
Skreen chem from the hear, and 
ſcorchings cf an inkindled conſci- 


' ence, I (ay, till the Sun of Righte- 


ouineſ(s be ariſen, and hath ſcorched 
their Gourds, and burnt up all their 
pleaſant Bowers, they will very hard- 
ly be perſwaded to take lhelcer under 
the Croſs of Jelus. And therefore 
upon chis account , poverty of ſpirit 
is a bleſſed and happy condition , for 
that it is an awakened ſtate, and gives 
men a true proſpe& and diſcovery of 
their eſtate and condition, for that 
it brings chem acquainted with their 
wants, with whac they ſtand in need 
of. 

2 Poverty of ſpirit is a fruitful ſtate, 
your low and humble valleys are 
crowned with the greateſt plenty, are 
moſt rich and fruitful; the loweſt 

2 rrees, 
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trees, and meaneſt ſhrubs have their 
boughs laded with the greateſt en- 
create, as appears in the Vine, and 
other trees; whereas high moun. 
tains, tall crees, and ſtately Cedars 
are commonly ſteril and barren , and 


their great bulk buta burden to the | 


earth : No man plants a Vineyard on 
che cop of an hill, they are che low 
and humble ſouls in which God des» 
lighes', in whole hearts he plants his 
fear, and ingrafts the Graces of his 
Holy Spirit , on whom he cauſes the 
influences and Dews of Heaven to de- 
fcend, and beftows the Watrings and 
SandAifications of his Spirit : Theſe 
are thoſe blefied Souls that the Pſal- 
miſt reſembles to Irees planted in 
the Garden of God by the rivers of 
water, which bring forch their fruits 
in ſeaſon, and whole leaves ſhall ne- 
ver wither, never fade, ſhall know no 
Autumn, no Winrer, but alwayes 
thrive and proſper ; God hath choſen 
the mean, the weak, and baſe things 
of this world, to confound: the wile 
and mighty , thar fo no fleſh might 


glory in his preſence; that the wile | 


man may not glory in his wiſdome, 
leak 
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leaſt it be turned into folly, nor the 
ſtrong man in his ſtrengch, leaſt it be 
turned into weakneſſe, nor the rich 
man in his riches, leaſt they beturn- 
ed into poverty and penury,, bur 
that whoſo glories may Glory in the 
Lord. | 
And this is that makes the Goſpel 
ſuch a Riddle, ſuch a Myſterie co the 
World, that God raiſes a Worm, the 
Worm Facob co threſh the Mountains, 
a lictle David, a ſmall young Strip- 
ling to diſcomfit a great Gol:ah, Gol 
ab che Champion of the Philitims; a 
{mail Rod co cleave inſundera migh= 
ty Rock, as ſometimes Moſes did in 
the Wildernefſe: to ſmite an Hoſt of 
Philijtims with the jaw bone of an Aſs: 
to cauſe the proud and ſtately Walls 


.of Fericho to tremble and lhake for 


fear, and at tength drop down to 
Rubbiſh at che blaſtof a few: Rams- 
horns. Now if you ask the reaſon 
of this, why God hath choſen ſuch 
weak contemptible means, ſuch de- 
{picable and deſpiſed inſtruments to 
accompliſh and bring atout the great 


| deligns. and purpoſes of his will, the 


grand Councils of his Mind ? Icis 
fis jealoufie of his honour, that none 
may rob him of his Glory, thar all 
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may acknowledge as ſometimes the 


Magicians of Pharaoh, hic eft digitns | 


Dez, this was the finger, this was the 
Handof God ; For by how much leſs 
of the Wiſdom, Power and {Policy of 


man appears, byſ\o much-the more is 


God manifeſted. 

2. A third Reaſon why poverty of 
ſpirit is ſo bleſſed a condition, may 
be this, For that it 1s a ſure eſtate;for 
according to that of the Poet, cuz ja- 
cet in terram non habet unde cadat, your 
higheſt Towers and talleft Cedars,are 


moſt often {mote with lightning, are |. 


moſt expoſed to the Injuries and In- 


clemencies of weather, to the rage | 


and fury of Storms and Tempets; 


We have often known a great and | 


mighty Oak torn in pieces by the vi- 
olence of a ftorm,and made a trophy 
of the Winds fury,when as leflertrees 


and ſmaller thrubs havetſurviv*d the | 


Tempeſt and remained untouch'd. - 
Hills are precipices, and high pla- 
ces flippery and dangerous , on 
thigh places our heads are apt 'to wax 
-giddy ; When Satan tempted our Sa- 
'viour, he took him, and fer him ona 
Pinacle of the Temple. 
High places are full of temptations, 


they command too 'far-a proſpe& of "4 
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this Worlds glory , of the glory of 
this Creation, thus when the ſpirit of 


' aman is elated and rajſed, he is ex» 


poſed to more danger, to more temp- 
cations, than the humble ſoul. 

Many other Reaſons might be ad» 
ded as that axiom in Philoſopby , 
which holds erue allo in Divinity,thar 
privation przceeds habits, emptineſs 
preceds fulneſle ; Its a common ſay - 
ing, That the way to heaven lies by 
the Gates of Hel), and therefore this 
poverty 1s but as it Were the taking of 


_ our Fees in order to preferment, to 


the end we may take the higher, the 


. fart. er leap, we muſt be emptied of 


our ſcives.that i8,0f all vain and win» 


- dieconceit of our {elves, before we-can 


be fi d with the graces of GodsSpirits 

It is the Devils policy to blow, and 
puff us up like bladers with the Wind 
of pride and ſelf-conceit,that we may 


| not be capable of receiving the new 


wine of the ſpirit z Now theſe bladers 
of pride mult be prick'd, this ſwel- 
ling wind of conceit, this ventoſity 
mult be let out: & therefore it is, Chrift 
calls io often ro us, to ſell all, ro-part 


| with all, if we will become wiſe Mer- 


ceants, andtraflique for .eternal life; 


-3F we will purchaſe that Pearl of 
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price, won that incftimable Pearl 
mentiouedin the Goſpel, Mat. 15. 6, 


We muſt part with all and follow | 


Chriſtif we will have him, or render 
ourſelves worthy of him ; This made 
the young,man m the Goſpel depart 
ſorrewful, full of forrow, he had a 
good mind to Chriſt , but was very 
rich, had much wealth, was full of 
ſubſtance, and had-kept the comman- 
dements fiom his yourh upwards. 
This is-that makes ic ſo difficult for 
a rich man to be faved : Oh how dif- 
ficult a thing it is toſtand ſtill and ſee 
the Salvation of God, as the Iſraelites 
were commanded at the red Sea, and 
as all Chriſtians are now, that will 
paſs through the red Sea of Chriſts 
Blood ; this is that makes it ealter for 
Publicans and finners to enter mt9 
the Kingdom of Heaven, then the 
Scribes and Phariſees thatare cumbred 


with a great deal of Righteouſneſle of | 


theirown, with a mulcitude of Reli- 
gious duties and performances; What 
muſt they part with all, caſt all over- 
board, make ſhipwrack of their Righ- 
teouſneſs too? This 1s a hard Chapter, 
-drrus fermo, a hard ſaying, who can 
bear it? bur I would ask ſuch foulswhe- 


ther 
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ther they think it a fitting thing thac 
they ſhould enter into theKings feaft;. 
to the Marriage of his Son, in the fil- 
thy menſtruous rages of their own 
Righteouſnefle , and without the 
wedding Garmenc ;3 Would it not be 
conſtrued an affront, would they not 


be thought to diſgrace, reproach and 


defile the Marriage, by ſo rude, fo 
uncivil an Aﬀtion ? Would you fit 
down with Princes, being cloathed- 
with nothing but dure and raggs,and: 
yet be ſo morole as not'to accept of # 
Robe out of the Kings Wardrope ,. 
lince it is his Royal pleaſure,to put ſo 
great an honouron you ? Would you 
be_ Courtiers-to the King of Heaven,. 
and.refuſe to wear his Livery ; Let's 
remember the end of him in the Para-- 
ble, the Cataſtrophe of: his preſump=- 
tion, that intfuded into the Nupti-- 
als without a wedding Garment. 
Moreover the way to Heaven 1s a 
narrow way,. and the Gate that leads: 
to-Eternal Lifeis a ſtrait paſſage ; we 
muſt not thinktherefore to carry our 
Lumber with us, that will but clog: 
and ictard our ſpeed, that: will bur 
cumber. and.trouble us, and render 
our. paſſage more difhcult and unea- 
D 3 fie 3 
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fie ; It was a fond and ridiculous cu- 


ftom, ignorance and ſerperſtition had | 


introduced among ſome of the Hea- 
rhens , Fhat when any perſon of 
High rank or great quality amongſt 
them dyed, to facrifice many of his 
Servants, and great ftore of Cattel, 
to the end they might wait andat- 
tend on him in the other world ; But 
F preſume we who have the Light of 
Chriſtianity are better inform*d, 
then to expe&@ to carry a crowd with 
us,or togo inpomp & ſtate with a train 
at our heels 3 and therefore what 
ſcofling Lycian hath ſaid merrily con= 
cerning Charons Boat, how the pafſen- 
gers were prohibited co bring any 
thing in with them, & commanded to 
trip chemſelves ſtark naked,and leave 
all on the ocher fide the bank, whe- 
ther their riches, Honours, Wiſdom, 
Phyloſophie or che like, may be ſeri- 
outly ſaid to thoſe that would enter 
into the ark of the new Covenant, 
chey muſt carry nothing with them, 
if they would have a ſafe and a quick 
Faſlage, a proſperous voyage to Hea- 


ven, if chey would ſhoot the Gulph & | 


arrive {fe in, the other World,or ra- 
: ther 
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ther what Chriſi (aid tothe Apoſtles, 
when he ſent them forth to preach che 
Goſpel throughout the whole World, 
when he made them Catholick and 
Univerſal Biſhops of the Earth, to 
Preach. and Teach all Nations, they 
were to take no money in their pur- 
ſes, they might take no wealth with 
them, not ſo much as t@ be cumbred 
with two Coats ; So may we lay to all 
thoſe that would gounto Chriſt, that 
would Learn the way to S1onzwe need. 
not meet Godas Facob went to meet 
his 1ncenſled Brother Eſa, after he 
had ſupplanted and beguiled him of 
the bleſiing 3 with great heards and 
flocks of Cactel before us, to be our 
peace offerings, the price of our at- 
tonement,and to appeaſe his wrath, 
for that is pacified already, he ha- 
ving found. out himſelf a Sacrifice, 
we muſt not therefore go unto God 
with gifcs, with Sumpter Horſes 
of rich and coſtly preſents, think» 
ing to gratific him for the redemption 
of our Captivity, for he will ſay as 
ſometime Abraham ſaid to the Kings 
he had delivered when he reicu- 
ed his Brother Lor, it ſbal] nor be 
ſaid you have made Abraham rich; a- 
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lack, what can we give unto God, 
21e not the Cattel on a Thouſand 
Hills the Lords? ls not the Earth and, 
the fulneſſe thereof his, what ſhall we 
then do ? Shall we marſhal up our per= 
formances and Duties, and ſet them 
in order to commend us to God, to 
procure admiſhon & acceptance with 
God. Will he beany better pleaſed 
therewith, then he was with thoſe 
Cattel Saul reſerved for Sacrifice ? 
Will he not ſay. as Samvel did, What 
means the bleatings of theſe Cattel? God 
takes no Bribes, no, we May not car- 
iy ſo much as a Peter pence in our 
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Mouths (as is the abſurde prafticeof | 


ſome Papiſts ) for H:avens. Porter, 


for Peter to open the door to us. 


No, there are none that take bribes 
in Heaven, there are no Courtiers 
that expeR Fees., no Orators that 
have manu occulatas, or boyem in lingua 
as we lay, And therefore hence 
it is, that weare invited tobuy Wine, 
and Milk , and Honey without Mo» 
ney, and without price ;. they that 
would drink of the Waters of Life, 
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muſt not think to purchaſe chem, for 


they are no more to be ſold then 
thar gift of 'the Holy Ghoſt. We 


know, 
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know what was replyed to Sim Ma- 
' gs, that would: needs have boughs 
it, that would needs be cheapning 

and bidding money for it, thy monzy 

periſh with th-e, This 1s the higheſt, the 

rankeſt, the groſleſt degree of Simony, 

tothink of purchaſing Salvation; for 

what ſhall we give-the Lord, ſhould. 
we give our Bodies to be burned for 
the fin of our Souls, ſhould we give 

our Bodies a Sacrifice, a burnt offer-- 
mg, it profits nothing, merits no-- 
thing, and God might caſt back the 

ding- thereof into: the faces of our- 
Souls. The gift is of Gods free grace, 

Did not Chriſt overturn the Table of 

the-Money-changers, and whip:the 
buyers and ſellers out of che Tem-- 
ple? And thall we preſume to-1ntros- 
duce them-again... 

I have-read that the Kingdom: of - 
Heaven 1s to ſuffer violence, is to be: 
taken by force; . but never thar it 
was to be bought and ſold... This: 
was the ſtone of ſtumbling at which 
the faith' of the Phariſees fell; the : 
Rock of offence on. which-the Religis - 
ous Jews ſplit themſelves, and'rui- 
ned © their- Salvation 3 they would : 
needs leau. to: the broken reeds of - 
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their own righteouſneſſe, and there- 

by wounded and pierc'd themſelves: 

they thought to have purchay*'d Fea- 

ven,bky their Alms, by their faſts, by: 
their long prayers, by the tyche of: 
their Mint and Anni. And do not the 
Papiſts at this day run into the fame 
Ercour,dos not their Dc@rine of Me- 
rits, of Pardons, of Indulgences,ec.. 
ſet up the Tables of the money- 
changes. in the Temple of God? 
Have they not introduced a Mart or 
Fair into Religion, and turn'd the. 
Temple into a Shop or Exchance, in 
which things ſpiritual are bartered, 
for Temporal, and things incorrup=. 
tible for ſilver and gold. that is cor- 
ruptible. Nonxe fecerunt: omnia vena- 
lia calum, Chrijtum, tot;.m, denique Rex. 
lizionem ?. Have they not done by, 
Beaven , as Hanial: 1s reported to. 
have ſometime done by ald Rome ?- 
viz. expoledit.tofale;, tut we know. 
he paid dear. for his preſuwption,. it 
coſt him the loſſe of his Camp. And. 
]: would adviſe theſe to have a. care,. 
that make ſo bold with Heaven ;- that: 
are {o rich 1g works of {upererogati-. 
on, that have merits. not onely for 

themſelves, but others ;. that _— 
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rich they can purchaſe Manſions and 
Crowns of Glory,nor only for them- 
ſelves, but others: That are able to- 
purchaſe large Patrimonjes, and 
whole Provinces in Heaven : Nay, 
that can ſell. Heaven, Reverlions- of 
Glory, to purchaſe vaſt Territories 
here upon earth. No, to. entertain - 
fuch thoughts as theſe, ſo high an 
clteem of our own works, our own 
merits 15 no lefſe:than. madneſfle and- 
f 1'y 3 Or to think rhat we ſhall nor 
be welcom to God, unlefle we bring 
our Own entertainment with us: no,. 
they that are. invited to the marriage - 
Supper, to- the kings fealt muiſt-not 
bring:cheir entertainment withthem.. 
They that will be ſav'd muſt ſuffer 
iofle, the hay and che ſtubble of cheir 
own righrceouſnefſe, of their own. 
works muſt he deſtroy'd, conſum'd 
and burnt up:. We muſt not build 
ou Faich and expeFations of Heaven 
upon theold, rotten, crazy, tottering. 
foundations of our own penorman- 
ces,far chis-is but ſand : If we would 
have our foundation ſtand ſure, if 
we delire the Pillars of our Salvacion- 
ſbould ſtand faſt and not be moved. . 
Buc the laſt Reaſon, and that 
which 
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which leads us.to the other part of- 
the verſe, to the remaining words, | 


and which are the Reaſon laid down 
in the Text, is. this, for therrs # the 
Kingdom of Heaven Their happineſs 
doth not conſiſt -in their poverty, bur 
in the Right and Title-chey have to 
the Kingdom , for that they are the 
heirs apparent.to the Crown of Glo- 


ry, for that they are of. the blood 
Royal of Heaven, the moſt high born 


Seed of God. 


Oh moſt bleſſed, moſt happy, moſt: 


fortunate and Royal Poverty , on 
which is intayPd a Kingdom, that 


hath the rever{ion-of a Crown and 


Scepter. This life is the nonage of 
a- Saint, we are here under pupillage 


and ward{hip, under Guardians and. 


Fncors, the firſt Epiſtle of Fobx 3. 2. 
Now are ye the Sons of G21, but it doth 
not yet appear what ye ſhall be, A Saints. 
portion. 1s not in this life, his King- 
dom 1s not of this world; -. his happi- 
nefle is in reverſion. Oh. who would: 
not part wich all he hath fora Kings 
dom. Irs reported that when-' Ceſars 
ambition courted the Romans monare- 
chy,and began to bid for the Empire 


of the whole Earth, -that he left -bim- 


ſelf 
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ſelf nothing but hope. Oh wh 
would not part withall he hath fora 
Kingdom, to he may. but retain not a 
bare uncertam hope, bur the ſure 
reverſion of a Kingdom. . What, ſhall 
Ceſar bid more for the bare naked 
hopes of an earthly. Empire, than. 
Chriſtians for not the hopes, but cer= 
tainty of a ſpiritual a Heavenly King- 
dom ? Shall Ceſar.venrure more for 
a.temporal Crown, than Chriſtians ' 
for an eternal weight of Glory ? Is 
he accounted unworchy of terreſtrial 
empire, that will not venture his life 
for it, & 1s not he mach more unwor- 
thy of a Czleftial Throne, that will 
not adventure-and part with .his all 
for it. 
It is reported of. a fortunate King, 

thac he accounted it his ſole milfor- 
tune, that he never had misfortune: - 
and therefore being minded induftri-. 
ouſly to ſeek:and: court that which o- 
ther men endeavour molt to ſhun and. 
avoid, he caſt, a Ring of great value 
into the Sea.: and aftera while found 
itin the belly ofa ib, ſerved up to, 
his table. Iam ſure ir 15 the. greateſt 
the (adeſt-misfortune . of the greater 
part of the World,that they have = 
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thiis miffortune , to fall' into this PO» | 


verty of ſpirit, And they that have 
it may juſtly cake up the words of 
him that faid periiflem nift periiſſem, 1 
had been eternally unfortunate and 


miſerable ,, had ic not been for this. 
mnsfortune.. I know this hath) been an | 


age tooskilful and ingenious in ſup- 
planting one another, in rayiing 
themſelves by the falls cf others, in 
building their fortunes on the ruins 
of other mens : Bur this is. a far more 
-ingenious thing to be ablecoſupplant 
a mars own misfortune.,.to raiſe hime 


ſcIf by his own fall , to find a crown. | 
in his own ruins; we know Sar] found 


a Kingdom, as he was fetking his fa- 
thers afſes, and this is co find a king= 
dem in ſerking poverty. and want, 
this 1s to convert by anexcellent kind- 
of Chymiſtry poylons into Cerdials, 
lofſts into gaines, croſſes inco crowns, 


and the wounds and injuries-of for-. 
tune into bleſſings and favours : it is- 


a being { in truth what the Phyloſo- 
phers ſo mnch talked of ) beyondrhe 
reach of fortune, and above the Ems» 
pireof Chance. I believe during the 
time of our late unhappy wars. ma-- 
ny.that were skilfull at fiſhing in trous 
6 | bled. 
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bled waters, have with good ſucceſs 
experimented the truth of this docs 
rrinenn the letter. 

How many a poor broken trades man 
with others of ſhip-wrack't andruin'd 
fortunes, who being quite-bankrupt 
a::d reduced to the excremity of want 
and miſery 3 Have by betaking: 
themſelves tothe wars, thriven bet= 
ter, and rais'd themſelves to far 
greater and fairer fortunes.than.ever 
they. could have expe&ed, with out a 
miracle in the way of their former 
vocations, T1 am ure its no lefle 
true, but more ſafe in the ſpirit. For 
there was never any poor broken (pi> 
rit, that being ſhip»ſtrack't and bank+« 
rupted in himſelf, that being loſt and 
ruined in himſelf, that being undone 
and beggard, that being naked, hum- 
ble & poor in ſpirit, betook himſelfto 
this ſpirit ual warfare, & entered into: 
the Camp of the Sainrs milirant-: thac 
lifted his. name under the Captaine 
of our Salvatian Chriſt Jeſus, and 
ſerved under the banner of the Croſs, 
but he was a gainer by it, bue he- 
thrive better, rail 'd hisfortunes to. 
a higher picch, than ifhe hadgraſp/'d 
the Scepters, and poſleſt the Empires. 


of; 


"3.9 A* Meditation - 
of the whole Earth, fo thriving a 
thing 1s this peverty , fo great 
the advantages that are- to be 
reap'd by it, ſo great the honour 
and dignities to which it leads.. For 
to ſpeak truth-they are our riches that 
ruin and undo us, what we account 
our. riches.1s our poverty , and our 
cloathing 1s our ſhame , of which ci)l 
we are {trip'd its impoſſible for us to 
be either fortunate or truly-happy. 
But co proceed , how much have 


manydone & ſuffered upon the fingle . 
account of gratifying their ambition? 


with the expence of how much ſweat 
and travail, at the loſſe of- how many 


nighrs-{leep and repoſe, at the: coſt 


of how many cares and ſorrows , are 
men coment to purchaſe a ſmall Em- 
pire, alictle province of-rule and do- 


minion 2 Whereas it were but a poor, 


low and groveling ambition, did they 


wich Ceſer graſpat the whole Earth, 


or with Alexander mourn , for thar 
there4s but one #- For what is it that 
we ſhould either with: the one. prize 
it ſomuch, or with the other grieve 
thereare no more? Is it any other 
than a mole hill, or any betcer than 
the dreges and lidency of the Creati- 


Ons, | 


FR 


5 @ kw. px XA =Aa 


ww 


-A a h},, a ou MH we 2 wh, wi. was bay ap pr ah > (yp op ni. fon, 


DD EE 


01 Poverty. $9 


on, Or 1s it- not infinitely below the 
worth & dignity of the leaſt celeſtial 
body of the. leaſt ſtar that ewinkles 
in the great vault of heaven? Is it not 
then to play at ſmall game a meer 
childiſh puſh-pin ſport to contend for 
ut ? 

Or can the great conflifts and 
ſtruglings managed with ſo much palſ- 
{ion and animoltty about it , amount 
to more or ſeem other in the eye of a 
traly ſoaring- and rais'd ambition, 
than a- cock-fight or conteſt of. fowls 
for the Empire of a dunghill, or the 
bul- ruſh encounter we meet with in. 
the fable between the Frog and the 
Mouſe, or rather the ftivings of thoſe 
little animals we ſometimes obſerve 
in mole hills, ſo eagerly to contend 
for agrain of corn ?- For is net the 
ambiency and circumference of the 
whole earth (which is ſo noble a prize 
in the eyes of the ſons of men, and fo 
great a ball of contention among 
them ) but as a prufum a ſmall point 
Or atomes, in compariſon of the demen» 
tions of the firſt and loweſt Heavens 3 
And yet how much ſweat, how much 
oylis diſpended in the queſt and ac- 
quiſition of a ſmall particle thereof: 

| | There. 


99 A. Meditation 

There are others that will ſuffer 
much upon the account of love and 
friendſhip, that can freely eſpoule 
Anigis.; , and court miſery for the 
ove and company of a friend , that 
can facrifice their Ives, their honours 


their crowns at the Altar, and feet 


of friendſhip: Can bid defiance unto 
Death,the king of terrors, in honour 
of their friend. And to ſpeak truth, 
ſince friend{hip in the higheſt and 
moſt heroik degree thereof, is fo Rritt 
a League and Linion of Souls that 
friends become a. ſecond ſeif ro-each 
other:] know not whether he may be 
thoughe worthy che title, or not ta 
profane the name by his pretenſions 
thereto, that cannot pawn his life 
for the honour and faferx of his 
friend. Shajl now a raſh and blinde 
peſſhon, boaſt greater trophies, and be 
onoured with more vi&tims than 
God ? Shall the Martyrologies of 
love and friendſhip be fuller . than 
thoſe of Saints? Shall the vo- 
taries of Cypid Le more numerous 
than thoſe of Heaven? Shall men 
do more upon a principle of good na- 
ture, and on the account of a natu- 
ral] paſſion of love and friendſh'p to a 
creature, 
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creature, than thoſe that pretend to 
be ſaints by a principle of Grace, and 
on the account of a Divine and Sera- 
phick love to the Creator ? Shall the 
flames of love kindled by concupi- 
ſcence and luſt , have more heat and 
burn brighter chan thoſe lighted by 
a beam of Heaven, and kindled at 
the Altar? Shall more boaſt the 
wounds they have received in the liſts 
of friendſhip, than thoſe of piety ? 
for the love of a woman, than of God? 
for the ſake of a friend, than of 
jeſus, 

Others are very paſſionate in the 
queſt of honour, and zealous of cheir 
reputations, being willinger to looſe 
their lives than the leaſt pun&ilio. of 
credit. How many Gentlemen have 
facrificed their lives on this (core, and 
otfer'd up themſelves, as victims: at 
the Altars of this chimerical and 
feigned Diety ? How great aſpur to 
valour 1s this notion of Honour ; How 
great flames of courage will the leaſt 
ſpark thereof kindle in a valiant 
breaſt? Wich how great refolution 
will it ſteel a Couldiers heart, making 
him proot againſt the greateſt perils ? 
What dangers will he not confront ? 

| What 


92 A Meditation 

What hazards will he not attempt, if 
his honour, if his reputation be at 
ſtake? And how many of theſe can- 
didates of fame, theſe ſons of renown 
do watch with more jealouſie ore their 
honour, than their ſouls? And are 


careſuiler not to fully. their repurari-_ 


ons, then defile their conſciences 3. 
Now ſhall. any one be willinger to ſel] 
hislife, to redeem his own honour, 
than Gods, to vindicace his own 
reputation , than the Goſpels? In 
defence of his Princes ſtandard.,. than 
the banner of the Croſle , or ta pur- 
chaſe the name of a-valiant man,than 
that of a couragious Chriſtian.. 

Again many. have ſuffered. much 
for the love of wiſdom in the queſt 
and purſuit of knowledge. With how 
much hunger and cold , with the 
loſſe of how.many nightsreſt and ſleep 
do men. hunc after learning,and pur- 


chaſe to themſelves a few ſlight noti-_ 


ons of things? How will men rack 
and ſcrue their thoughts , torture, 
and diſtreſle their apprehentions, 
with aproblem or theorem in Phylo- 
ſophy? How will many macerate 
and conſume their bodies, ſpend and 
waſt the. taper of cheir lives in watch- 
ings, abſtinencies, and a. thouſand 
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other auſterities to gain a ſuperficial 
inſpe&ion into the ſecrets of Nature, 
into the natureof things? How will 
many rob and defraud nature of irs 
due, and pine away ctheir bodies to 


fariate their thirſt after knowledge, 


to feed and gratifie the inquiſitive 
ſearching humor of their mindes ? 
How'hath the eagernefle of Come mens 
thuſt afcer learning , drunk up therr 
ſtrength and the very marcow of their 
fouls? How hath the fiery ſpirit and 
a&ivity of their mindes, fretted, cone 
ſum*'dand eaten up the flehof their 
bodies, reduc'd them to Anotomies, 


and living Skellicons, looking more 


like ſpeccres Ghoſts or walking ſhad- 
dows, than men? Some mens ſouls 
being like a ſword too ſharp and keen 
for che ſcabbard of their bodies, in 
which they are ſheacht”d : Or like 
Mercury or Quickſilver, ſo penetra- 
ting and afture, that nothing can 
contain them - And all this upon the 
fole account of knowledge, towhich 
their affe&ions are kindled with ſuch 
ardent delires, and have conceiv*d 


ſuch fprightly flames as commonly 


ſoon reduces their bodies to aſhes, 
and rendes them 'the viftims of their 
defires,cauſing them to expire like the 
Phenix, 


94 | A Meditation 
Phenix, in their own flames, Its re- 
ported of (as I take it _) Cleanthes a 
poor Phylofopher,that he pawned his 


nights reſt, to purchaſe his dayes ſtu-_ 


dies, that he drew water by night to 
earn a ſmall penfion to maintain him- 
ſelf in the mules ſervice by day , to 
maintain himſelf in the ſtudy of Phy= 
loſophy. And of another 1: is report» 
ed, that having quitred and forſaken 
his honſe and poſſeſſions, to take a pil- 
grimage for the better improvment 
of his tack of knowledge; and finding 
at his return all things thorow the in- 
jury of time gone to decay , and his 
houſe almoſt buried under its own ru- 
ins, brake forth intothele expreſſions, 
fihec non periiſſent ego periſſem,had not 
theſe perilh'd I had perilt'q, had I nor 
made Ship-wrack of my eſtate, I had 
ſhipwrack*d and loſt my ſelf. 

Now ſhall the ſons of humane wiſl- 
dom, the candidates of a little natu- 
rall knowledge , that bur puffeth up, 
and profitech not, exceps ſan&if'd 
by grace, which will be but as a torch 
tolight men to Hell. I ſay,ſhall men 
for.the love of what the Apoſtle cal- 
leth vain Phyloſophy, be contenc co 
welcome poverty , and Eentertaine 
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better eftate in revercion , or future 


happineſſe co compenſate and reward 
their former miſeries : And ſhall we 
grudge to do that forthe wiſdom wch 
15 from above , for a Crown of Glo- 
ry » Which they do for the ſhaddow 
ofwiſdom, fora wreath of withering 
and fading palms, to obtain a name 
among the learned 3 Shall not we do 
that to be made partakers of thoſe 
Ecernal fountains of wiſdom and 
knowledge, that the Heathen did, 
for the adorning their underftand- 
ings with aliccle dark fading coun- 
terfeit knowledge? 

To conclude, the lower the fonun- 
dation islaid, the higher the ſuper- 
ſftrufture may be raiſed. We have 
received on the credit of naturaliſts 
and thoſe that are beſt read in the ob- 
ſervacions of nature, chat your talleſt 
trees ſhoot their roots deepeſt into 
the Earch, and commonly as far 
downwards towards the Center, as 
their tops reach upwards towards 


Heaven : As if nature would teach 


ts , that the foundation of the beft 
and ſureſt fortune is laid low , islaid 


1n-che duſt, and-the Scripture teach- 
es us, that poverty is the way to a 


Crown, beggerytoa Kingdom. So 
, that 


96 A Meditdtion 
that we ſce here the harmony and 
conſent thats between the Book of 
'God, and that of nature, between 
the Scriptures and che greater vo- 
lumn of the World : And both of 
them giving in their evidence to this 
Truth , bearing teſtimony to this 
Do&rine., commending and reading 
le&ures to us of this poverty, of Spi- 
rit, Shall we'now be ſochildiſh, as 
nor part with our 'counters for gold ? 
Wich the menſ{truous rags of our own 
righteouſnefſle, for the glorious 
princely robes of Chriſts? Shall we 
prefer our coats of fig leaves, before 
the righteouſneſle of God ? 

And'that this way and method of flvation 
may not ſeem ſtrange to us, Chriſt the Lord 
and Caprain of our Salvation hath trod it be- 


fore us. For was not he humbled, before he 
was exalted * Was nor he poor not having 


where to lay his head , before he receiv'd the. 


Kingdom of his Farher * Was not he crownd 
with chorns , before he was crownd wich Glo- 
ry? Finally, was not he crucif'd before he 
was Glorified * Shall we now refuſe to drink 
of the ſame cup that he hath drunk before us ? 
Do we who are bur the children of Adoption 
expe a Kingdom . a Crown, a Scepter, a 
Throne of Glory, on ealter terms than rhe 


Heire, the ſon by nature, and the firſt begor- | 
ren, than Chrriſt our Elder brother receiv'd | 
them on , ſhould we nor rather rejoyce and 
glory in our poverty, for char 'weare pocr in 
Spirit, becaule to ſuch is given the Kindom of | 
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E He Scripture Directory for 
Church Offices and Peo- 
ple: Or, a Practical Commen- 
tary upon the wholeThird Chap- 
ter of the firſt Fpiſtle of St. Paul 
to the ' orinthians. To which 1s 
anneved, The Godly and the Na- 


tural Mans Choyce upon ſal. 4. 
| ver. 6,7,8. By Anthony Burgeſſe, 
| Paſtor of the Church of Sutton 


Coldfield in Warwick:ſbire. 


IEPON ZOAOMQONTOS. 
The Temple of $0/0707 Pour- 


' trayed by Scripture Light : 
 Wherein all its famous Buildings, 


E the 


the Pompous Worſhip of the 

Jews, with its Attending Rites 
and Ceremonies, the ſeveral Of- 
ficers imploied in thatWork, with 
their Ample Revenues : And the 
Spiritual Myſteries of the Goſpel 
vailed under all, are treated of at 
large by Samuel Lee. gz 

The Hiſtory of Diodorws Siculus, 
containing all that which is moſt 
memorable and of greateſt Anti. 
quity in the firſt Ages of the 
World, until the War of Troy : 
in Folio. 

Renodews his Diſpenſatory, con- 
taining the whole body of Phy- 
fick; diſcovering the Natures, 
and Properties, and Vertues of 
Vegetals, Minerals, and Anj- 
mals : in folio. | 

Gadburies Dotrine of Nativi- 
ties. 

Doftor Pordages TInnocency ap- 
pearing through the Dark Milts 


of pretended guilt : in foliq. 
Cornelius 


Cornelius Agrippa, his Occult 
Philoſophy in 3 Books in quar- 
tO. 

Herry Laurence Lord Preſident 
his Book Entituled, Oar Com- 
munjon and War with Angels : 
in quarto. | 


of 


Chriſtepher Goad his Sermons 
Entituled, Refreſhing Drops, 
and Scorching Vials: in quar- 
tO. 

Samnel Gorton his Expoſition 
on the fifth chapter of James : in 
quarto. 

Sammel Hartlib of Bees and S1lk- 
worms : ' 1n quarto. 

Willhams, his Book called the 
Bloody Tenet of Perſecution for 
cauſe of conſcience : in quarto. 

Doctor Gells Sermon Entituled 
Noabs Flood returning : in quar- 
tO. | 

Several Pieces of Chriſtopher 
Blackwood, now publick Teacher 
in Ireland: in quarto. 

Facob 


Jacob Behem his Sienatura Re- 
rum, or Signature of all things : 
in quarto. 

His Epiſtles explaining many 
things written in his otherBooks: 
1n quarto. 

Of Election and Predeſtinati- 
ON : 1n quarto. 

- His Book Entituled Arora, or 
the Day-ſpring, lately printed in 
quarto. 

Several Pieces of Iſaac Pening- 
to Junior : in quarto. 

The Spiritual Journey of a 
yong man, a Piece tranſlated out 
ct Dutch. 

Biggs of the vanity of the craft 
of Phyſick, or a new Diſpenſato- 
Ty : In quarto. 

_ Collier his Pulpit-guard routed: 
in quarto. 

His Font-guard routed : in 
quarto. 

. Simon Hendon his Key of Scrip- 
ture Propheſies : in quarto. 
Mr. 


Mr. Parkey his Anſwer to the 
Aſſembly, in large Octavo. 
Several Pieces of Thomas Collier, | 
in large oftavo. | 
Tillom on the eleventh chapter | 
| of the Relations, in large octavo. 
Henry Laurence Lord Preſident 
his Book of Baptiſmin large octa- 
VO. 
| Reeves Sermons Entituled the 
Strait-gate: in large Ocftavo. 
: Several Pieces of H.N. in 0c- 
tavo, namely, Prophecy of the 
| Spirit of Love. Revelatio Dez, or 
- | the Revelation of God. ; 
Introduction to the Glaſs of 1 
. | Righteouſneſs. Evangeliumn Regni, 
a joyful Meſlage of the Kingdom, | 
Spiritual Tabernacle. The firſt 
. | Exhortation. The Apology for 
| theſerviceof Love: allin ofCta- 
Vo 


Gamaet Hartlibs Chymical Ad- 


dreiles: in octavo. | 
: Thomas 


Thomas Butler his little Bible of 
the Man, or the Book of God o- 
pened in Man : in Octavo. 

Crooked Paths made ſtrait, 
or the waies of God made known 
in loſt ſinners, by 4. Teomars : in. 
Octavo. 
| Laurences Goſpel ſeparation 
ſeparated from abnſes. 

Simmons Saints like Chriſt : in 
Octavo. 

William Sedgwick his eleven 
Sermons, intituled, Some Flaſhes: 
of Lightnings of the Son oi Man: 
1n Octavo. 

A Word of Peace from the 

Prince of Peace, by ]. Hatch : in 
Octavo. 

Myſteries unvailed, wherein 


the Dodrine of Redempriion by 
Chriſt is handled, by Robert Gard 


zer : 1n Oftavo. 

Purnel his good: tidings for fin- 
ners, great joy for Saints : 1n O- 
Ctayo. | 

| Biſcos 


| Biſcos glorious Myſteries : in 
Octavo. 

The Confeſſion and Fame of 
the Roſie Croſs, by Engliſh Phzla- 
lethes: in Octavo. | 

Larkhams Sermons in Octavo.. 

Bacors Catechiſm 1jn twelves. 

Corporations vindicated in 
their Fundamental Liberties, by 
Charles Hotham : in twelves. 

John S$altmarſh his Book of Free 
Grace : in twelves. 

And his Book Intituled, Spar- 
kles of Glory, or ſome Beams of 
the morning Star : 1n twelves, 

Dawnings of Light, in twelves. 

Puracilſus his Aurora,and Trea- 
ſure of the* Philoſophers. As 
allo the Water-ſtone of the Wiſe 
Men ; delcribing the matter of, 
and manner how to attain the 
univerſal Tincture, 
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T he Errata. 


4ge 2. line 26, for world read worlds. þ. 6, 

I, 10. f.any Yr. many. Þ- 13. L. 10. f. we 
ſhould bey, ſhogld not be. p-38 L. 12. f. hap- 
pineſs 7. unhappineſs. p.35- 1. 17. f. produc't 
7. produt. p. 39. L. 24. f Lycaon r. Atzon. 
P. 64. 1. penult, f. ſumiratis 7. ſanicaris, p. 66. 
J. 13. f. \mutes ry. (urs: p. 74. |. 81, f.cui r, 
Qui jacet &c. þ. Bo |, ult. f. thatr. the. p.82, 
I. 19- f. rotum 7. totraw. p. 88. l. ult. f. figency 
7. ſedency- þ- 89. h 26. f. atomes T atome. 
p. 93.1, 23. f. aQure r. aRive. |. penult. fo rendes 
7. renders. : | 


Beſides the Errata's, the Reader 3s defired to 
take norice thar there are (through rhe negli- 
gence of the Printer ) many miſpointings, 
which rendering the ſence of the Diſcourſe 
both difficult and dubious in divers places.muſt 
therefore be ſubmitted to his Care and Judg- 
ment to be correted, 


